
On Front Street
In the life of faith, revealed once and for all time through 

the immanence and glory of Christ Jesus, there are yet
further layers, innumerable signs, constant unfoldings.
Paradoxical as it may often seem, such endless
manifestations merely confirm the organic nature and
hope-filled effervescence that has come into being, truth
upon truth. The mystical brilliance of John’s Prologue
speaks to such wonder and perpetuity, embracing light and
logos as the tangible symbols of faith now made real, to be
dispensed and dispersed to every corner of humankind: “All
things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
[John 1:3-5]” 

Here at St. Stephen’s, in the wake of Christmas and
Epiphany seasons filled with such luminescence, there are
countless rays and reflections, glints and glimmers. We need
not look far for affirmation that, indeed, darkness did not
and shall not ever prevail. Our Stewardship Campaign this
fall, to take but one example, has been an unmitigated
success, surpassing last year’s generosity by more than 11%. 
As of this writing, more than $422,000 has been pledged by
all of you to support, strengthen and embolden the mission
of the Gospel as it is lived out here on Front Street and far
beyond. Within that bounteousness and blessing there are
countless wonders, and I pray you might lift all of them up in 
your prayers and intercessions. If you will indulge me, I
would like to share one facet in particular. Of the 215 blue
pledge cards received thus far, 8 have come from youth who
call this parish their home. In addition, 61 other young
people give through envelopes on a regular basis to support
the mission of the Gospel. Undoubtedly there are yet others,
unknown to me, who contribute fully as part of their

family’s giving. Such charity and benevolence is utterly
worthy of great and prayer-filled “thanks”. The example set 
by these many young, faithful disciples should and does
inspire and elevate us all. We are immeasurably better
people and a far more blessed community for their life and
presence and unbridled spirit among us. 

The true and authentic heart of giving which is at work
here, far deeper and much broader than mere money,
reveals to me that very brilliance, that awe inspiring “light
triumphant” which John sees break forth into the world.
After all, as the Gospel continues: “to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born not of blood or the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God  [John 1:12-13].” In these
young people and in their witness we see without blemish or
hindrance that which we call “the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit”, that precious and longed for symbol of God’s work
in the world about us.

The life of faith, at its most fundamental and elemental
level, is about reflecting the face of Christ and seeing that
same reflection in others. The journey with Christ is about
how we seek to actually and regularly and sacrificially live
out grace and hope in a world which thirsts for both. I see
such outward and visible ministries and offerings
everywhere at St. Stephen’s, and quite frankly it is both
humbling and thrilling. How about you?

In peace and faith,

The Very Reverend Mark H. Hatch
Interim Dean
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WEEKLY LIT UR GIES AT THE CA THE DRAL
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II — said ser vice 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist Rite II, with Mu sic 10:15 a.m.
Wednes day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 7:00 a.m.
Thurs day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 12:10 p.m.



News and Events 

Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gate Nom i na tions 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion to Ves try this year: 

Ron Burkholder Mike Pasenelli
Helen Delano Linda Shorey
Mort Hendrickson Bonnee Voss
Harry Weber 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion as del e gates and
al ter nates on be half of St. Ste phen’s at the Di oc e san
Con ven tion this com ing year:

Del e gates: 

Jean-Paul Benowitz Pat Strohl
Tom Leaman Anne Yellott
Betty McLaughlin

Al ter nates: 

Jeanne Leaman Amy Benowitz

Elec tions for Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gates will be held 
at the An nual Meet ing on Jan u ary 30, 2005 following a
single 9 a.m. service of Holy Eucharist. Ac cord ing to our
by laws, pa rish io ners who are bap tized and 16 years or older 
are el i gi ble to vote. Candidate fliers are available in the
Narthex and Nave. Absentee ballots are available through
the Cathedral office for use by persons wo are confined to
their homes or in hospital or illness or accident or who will
be absent from the Diocese on the morning of the Annual
Meeting. Please contact Sami Lytle (236.4059) to obtain an
absentee ballot if you will need one.

The Gath er ing

St. Stephens’ book group, is re-form ing with en ergy for
this new year. You are in vited to join us as we read se lec tions 
cho sen by mem bers of the group and meet for dis cus sions on 
a monthly ba sis.  Our next get-to gether will be at the home
of Daphne Messersmith on Jan u ary 26th at 7:00 pm.  We’ll
be dis cuss ing a book many of us read this fall, The Barn at
the End of the World by Mary O’Reily.  This is a won der ful
spir i tual jour ney ac count of a woman who is ex plor ing
Bud dhism as she is study ing for her cer tif i ca tion as a
shep herd . . . good hu mor and thought-pro vok ing in sights
about religion, animals and life.

The book for Feb ru ary is The Rise of the Cre ative Class
by Rich ard Florida.  It is an ex plo ra tion of class shifts and
cul tural val ues in Amer i can so ci ety.  Florida is an econ o mist
who is call ing for those de voted to tech no log i cal cre ativ ity
to work in sol i dar ity for the com mon good.  We will meet at
the home of Mar ga ret and Da vid Messner for dis cus sion on
Tues day eve ning Feb ru ary 22.  (Wash ing ton’s real birth day)  
The book is available from Amazon for $9.49

All are in vited to join The Gath er ing for learn ing,
grow ing and fel low ship!

Home less Shel ter

Many of you all have volunteered to stay overnight at
the Downtown Emergency Homeless Shelter over the two
weeks for which we are responsible - the week of February
6th and week of March 13th.  Bill Ilgenfritz is in charge of
scheduling and will be in touch with all of you regarding
details, arrival times, instructions etc.  

All others, who would like to join in this holy effort to
offer a warm place to sleep for those neighbors who
otherwise would be on the street, are welcomed to call Bill
or speak to Daphne about the ministry. 

On line Giv ing

The Ca the dral cur rently has the ca pa bil ity to pro cess
on line giv ing by go ing to our website: www.ststep.org and
se lect ing se cure on line giv ing. From there, cre ate your own
per sonal ac count. This is an easy and se cure way to give.
You will be able to view your trans ac tions and can even
setup re cur ring trans ac tions. Should you need help please
don’t hestitate to call the par ish office at 236-4059.

Park ing

St. Ste phen’s com mu nity now has ac cess to free cov ered
park ing at the PHFA fa cil ity, ad ja cent to the Dau phin
County Bar As so ci a tion. Free ac cess to the cov ered park ing
will be avail able all day Sat ur days, all day Sun days, and
af ter 6 PM on week days. Rare ex cep tions may be made in
the event of fes tiv i ties such as Kipona. Driv ers will be asked
sim ply to en ter a 4 digit code (7732#) at the en trance of the
ga rage, on River Al ley. The gate will au to mat i cally rise
upon de par ture. The ga rage in te rior has an el e va tor on
ev ery floor and a hand i capped ramp at ground level.

Please Help Sup port the Youth Group!

 Thank You from the Youth Group.  The Youth Group
thanks everyone who has purchased gift cards for Giant
Food stores and submitted receipts from Fox’s Markets.
These programs and other fundraising efforts allowed a
group of 10 from St. Stephen’s to attend the Nightwatch
Program at The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine in
New York City on January 8-9, 2005.  We will continue the
Giant Food gift card sales and collection of receipts from
Fox’s Market to fund activities in 2005. The Giant gift cards 
are available for purchase in different denominations. You
pay the face value for the card, the Youth Group receives
5% of the face value, and the card is good for the face value
when presented at the store. Gift cards are available from
Connie Wilson after the 8:00 a.m. service and Adult Forum
or Mary Jane Forbes Schmidt after the 10:15 a.m. service.
Alternatively, if you have any questions contact Connie at
(717) 534-0642 or c2wilson@comcast.net. If you shop at
Fox’s Markets, save your receipts and bring them to the
collection box located in the Narthex. The Youth Group
will receive 1% of the value of collected receipts. 

T h e  N e x t  P u b  l i  c a  t i o n  D a t e

Ar ti cles for the next Mes sen ger need to be

sub mit ted no later than Sunday, Jan u ary 23,

2005.



 



You are In vited

To an Ec u men i cal Taize ser vice spon sored by the
Down town Clergy at 7:30 p.m. on Jan u ary 19, 2005 at Zion 
Lu theran Church on 4th Street. To gether with mem bers of
the down town con gre ga tions we will cel e brate the unity
that is ours in Je sus Christ as part of the Week of Prayer for
Chris tian Unity. Taize is a style of wor ship that in cludes
sung prayer, quiet med i ta tion and can dle light ing. There
will be a re cep tion af ter the ser vice. A free will of fer ing will
be taken to sup port the Down town Shel ter. Park ing is
avail able in the Chest nut Street Park ing Ga rage. The
en trance to the ga rage is on Chest nut Street be tween 3rd and 
4th Streets. The ga rage and Zion Lu theran Church are
hand i capped ac ces si ble.

Stew ard ship Up date:

As of January 10, we have re ceived 215 pledges for
$422,293. Thank you to all who have stepped up in the
Spirit this year. We are deeply touched by
your gen er os ity and hope ful ness. For those
of you still pray ing and dis cern ing about
your of fer ing, please know how im por tant
your con tri bu tions of time, tal ent and
trea sure are. Your Ves try will be finalizing its 
FY 2005 budget, based upon stewardship
totals, at the January 20 Vestry meeting. We
would be glad to speak with you at your
con ve nience should you have any cur rent
ques tions, re flec tions or thoughts.

—Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt

Leave your Mark at the Ca the -
dral on an 
En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area be tween the
Ca the dral House and the Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a
friend or rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100 per
brick. Forms are avail able in the back of the church.

Soup! Glo ri ous Soup!

 We are con tin u ing our tra di tion of of fer ing a soup and
bread sup per be fore Lenten pro grams on Wednes day
eve nings from Feb ru ary 16 through March 16 at 6:15pm.
Please con tact  Beth Transue at  432-5413 or
bmtransue@hotmail.com to vol un teer to bring a fa vor ite
soup and bread on a Wednes day eve ning of your choice. 

-Beth Transue

Help ing Hands Needs You!

St. Ste phen’s will con tinue to pro vide a space for
Help ing Hands on Sunday af ter noons and we need you!
Vol un teers are needed on Sat ur day and Sunday af ter noons,
to re ceive food sup plies (Sat ur day) and Sunday to help open
the doors for our needy and home less neigh bors, set up the
kitchen area and clean up when the meal is fin ished. Can we
count on you to help? Please call (215-2110 or 732-7033) or 
email (JSEsham@msn.com) Joan Esham if you would like to 
have your name placed on a list of vol un teers. Thank you!

New Year’s Res o lu tions

I’d like us to fo cus on a very sen si tive yet se ri ous health
con cern, “Child hood Obe sity.” The Penn syl va nia
Ad vo cates for Nu tri tion and Ac tiv ity re port that obe sity
rates have dou bled in chil dren and tri pled in ad o les cents
over the last two de cades. Obese chil dren are twice as likely
as non-obese chil dren to become obese adults.

Some reasons for this increase are that soft drink
consumption has doubled over the last 30 years, only two
percent of children two through nineteen years of age meet
the five main recommendations for a healthy diet from the
Food Guide Pyramid, and the lack of physical activity. This
information is so important because heart disease, cancer,
stroke and diabetes are responsible for two-thirds of the
deaths in the United States.

As families, we need to be more involved in helping our
children maintain healthy lifestyles by teaching them about
good nutrition, and the need for daily exercise.  We also

need to set a good example for them to
follow. Here are some simple things you can
do: cut back on soft drinks and sugared fruit
drinks, encourage low fat milk or fresh
fruits, be creative with how you serve well-
balanced meals, eliminate desserts, don’t eat 
or drink while watching television, and go
for regular walks or bike rides. 

The belief that physical health is just as
important to our Christian walk as spiritual
and emotional health, and that care of the
body is a crucial form of stewardship of
what God has created and entrusted to us
must be embraced by all. 

The mag ni tude of this prob lem is ex ceeded only by the
pos si bil i ties for health, life, and min is try pleas ing unto God.

Liz Fite
Par ish Nurse

Congratualtions

The Rev. Nancy Lee Jose, former assistant at the
Cathedral, was installed as rector of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, Washington D.C. on Epiphany Eve by the Rt. Rev.
John B. Chane, Bishop of Washington. Our prayers go with
her as she takes on the challenges of this new ministry. She
and her husband, Dr. Wayne Floyd’s  address is: The Rev
Nancy Jose and Dr. Wayne Floyd, 1735 19th St NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009-1648.

Do you want to Dance?

Mark your calendar now!  Plan to celebrate Valentine’s
Day with your favorite guy or gal at a “fun” fundraiser for
the operating budget of St. Stephen’s!  On Saturday,
February 12, committee chairs Jayne and Chip Abrams and
Lynn and Wil Everhart will be hosting a romantic St.
Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance at the Country Club of
Harrisburg. $50 per person. Please see the invitation
enclosed in this Messenger!

EPIS CO PAL RE LIEF AND
DE VEL OP MENT

Needs your  sup port for the
vic tims of the

 9.0 EARTH QUAKE AND
SUB SE QUENT TIDAL
WAVES THAT HAVE

STRUCK SOUTH ASIA.

 DO NATE NOW •
1-800-334-7626 ext. 5129 •

www.er-d.org.

mailto:JSEsham@msn.com
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Re turn Ser vice Re quested

Non- Profit Or gani za tion
U.S. Post age
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TIME- SENSITIVE MA TE RIAL

PAR ISH LEAD ER SHIP

Bishop Mi chael Creigh ton
In terim Dean Mark H. Hatch
Canon Pastor Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Min is ter of Music Mi chael Shoe maker
Hos pi tal ity Coordinator Judy Clemmer
Se nior War den Craig Wil son
Ju nior War den Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Ves try: Helen Delano Gene McHugh

Ann Elliott Guy Patterson
Joan Esham Greg Penny
Ger ald Garber II Lynn Schadle
War ren Gillam Rose mary Webber

Par ish Treas urer Bill Davis
Act ing Ves try Sec re tary Greg Penny
Wor ship Min is try Jane Bartholomew
Edu ca tion Min is try Becky Tartline
Evan gel ism Min is try Ted Webber
Out reach Co or di nating Min is try Betsy Howell, Bill Ilgenfritz
Par ish Health Min is try Helen Hendrickson
Stew ard ship Min is try Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Fi nance Min is try Thomas Schmidt III
Prop erty Com mit tee Joan Esham
En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
Arts and Drama Com mit tee Ann Elliott
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Sunday School Co or di na tors John and El len Har les
“Seeds of Faith” Man ager Kathy ann Corl-Rodeheaver
Al tar Guild Mar ga ret Mess ner
Flower Guild Sandy Strohl
Ush ers Mi chael Frascella
Nurs ery Car o lyn Patterson
Youth Co or di na tor Shan non Pow ers

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Har ris burg, PA
Per mit No. 597

V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

Jan u ary 16 THE 2ND SUNDAY AF TER THE EPIPH ANY
16 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
16 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
17 Creative Writ ing Work shop, 6:30 p.m.
17 Arts and Drama Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
19 Taize Wor ship at Zion Lu theran, 7:30 p.m.
20 Ves try, 7:00 p.m.
22 Prayer Group, 1:00 p.m.
23 THE 3RD SUNDAY AF TER THE EPIPH ANY
23 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
23 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
23 Youth Group - Snow Tub ing de tails TBA
24 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
24 Cre ative Writ ing Work shop, 6:30 p.m.
26 The Gath er ing, 7:00 p.m.
27 Per son nel Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
30 THE 4TH SUNDAY AF TER THE EPIPH ANY
30 Holy Eu cha rist — 9 a.m. ONLY An nual

Meet ing im me di ately fol low ing in the
 Uppercroft

30 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
31 Cre ative Writ ing Work shop, 6:30 p.m.

Feb ru ary 1 Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
3 Chris tian Ed u ca tion and For ma tion Com mit tee,

6:30 p.m.
6 LAST SUNDAY AF TER THE EPIPH ANY
6 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.

Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
7 St. Ste phen’s School Board of Di rec tors, 

6:00 p.m.


