
Let ter to the par ish
The fol low ing is a note sent by a pa rish io ner at Christ

Epis co pal Church in Coudersport in re sponse to the up com -
ing visit of mem bers of the Westboro Bap tist Church, To -
peka, Kansas. Led by their pas tor, Fred Phelps, this group
or ches trates pub lic dem on stra tions to ex press their con vic -
tion that the USA is go ing to hell in a handbasket wher ever
ho mo sex ual peo ple are tol er ated or ac cepted.

Their most re cent visit to Har ris burg cen tered around
the show ing of the film, "Jim in Bold", which tells the story
of a young gay man from Leb a non who took his own life af -
ter be ing re peat edly in sulted, mis treated and re viled by
class mates be cause of his sex u al ity. Mr. Phelps has cho sen
six lo cal churches to visit on March 21st in “re li gious pro test
and warn ing” against “apos tate churches for cre at ing a sa -
tanic Zeit geist”. They will be pick et ing out side the Ca the -
dral on that morn ing.

Their ex trem ist lit er al istic and fun da men tal ist in ter pre -
ta tion of scrip ture flies in the face of the God who cre ated all
that lives and who loves that cre ation with an un con di tional
love. It ig nores the power of the death and res ur rec tion of Je -
sus to free us from fear of “the other”. It ig nores our call to
grow in our un der stand ing of God’s Word with com pas sion
and a sense of jus tice. Their ha tred re flects a side of re li gion
which pushes peo ple away rather than gath ers folks in.

We are pre par ing along with mem bers of the other five
churches (St. An drews-in-the-Val ley, St. Pat rick’s Ca the -
dral, Holy Name of Je sus, The Uni tar ian Church and the
Met ro pol i tan Com mu nity Church of the Spirit) and with
the po lice forces of the var i ous mu nic i pal i ties and with help
from the PA Hu man Re la tions Com mis sion to meet the
pres ence of WBC with a Christ-like love and com mit ment to 
non-vi o lence. More in for ma tion will be up com ing. Mean -
while we know that oth ers are pray ing for us as ev i denced

by this note and give thanks for the Chris tian wit ness that
our faith will pro claim. 

Peace,

The Rev Canon Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Canon Pastor

Greet ings, 
I would like to take this op por tu nity to ex press my love

and thanks to you all. 
Due to some of the con tro ver sial de ci sions made and

stands taken by the Church of late, we are of ten be set by
crit i cism from those who be lieve dif fer ently than we, and in
fact many of us are like wise filled with ques tions and doubts
re gard ing these same is sues. In times like these, it is en tirely
too easy to see our selves as iso lated and alone. I would like
to per son ally let you all know that many of us here in the
North ern Tier are with you in spirit and are lift ing you up in
prayer. 

On a per sonal note...I would like to thank you all for be -
ing an in stru ment in my own spir i tual jour ney. I am a rel a -
tive new comer to the Epis co pal Church, as I was raised in a
much more fun da men tal ist church. Through a se ries of cir -
cum stances, I came to ques tion many of the le gal is tic dogma 
that had been so thor oughly in grained in my con scious ness,
and have come to find my home in the Epis co pal Church,
thanks in large part to the over all mes sage of love and com -
mu nity es poused therein. Thank you all for help ing me to
chal lenge my old pre sup po si tions and came to a fuller, more
re ward ing re la tion ship with both my Lord and my fel low
man. 

Roger McClellan
Mem ber of Christ Epis co pal Church, Coudersport,

PA
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WEEKLY LIT UR GIES AT THE CA THE DRAL
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist Rite II, with Mu sic 10:15 a.m.
Wednes day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 7:00 a.m.
Thurs day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 12:10 p.m.



News and Events

Re flec tions on Sleep ing with the Home less

When my son, Philip, Bill Ilgenfritz and I ar rived at 9:00
on a cold, snowy Fri day eve ning at St. Mi chael’s Lu theran
Church home less shel ter, the home less were al ready lined
up to es cape the bit ing cold of this Jan u ary eve ning. We were 
ad mit ted to the shel ter im me di ately as they cried out “make
way for the vol un teers”. This was our wel come into the
world of the home less in Har ris burg. These men and women 
who for a va ri ety of rea sons have no homes and for the win -
ter months seek ref uge in sev eral down town churches that
of fer them shel ter. Fi nally at 9:30 the men and women seek -
ing shel ter for the eve ning be gan to fil ter into the ground
floor room that would serve as their dor mi tory for the eve -
ning. Men in the large room and women in a nurs ery room.
We is sue each per son two blan kets, they pick up their per -
sonal care items and they get a floor mat. This night they are
in luck when the Bethesda Mis sion food truck shows up and
they can get a fill ing meal be fore lights out. One last smoke
break at 10:30 and then lights out at 11:00. They are ready
for the quiet. This eve ning we have about 30 res i dents.  No
one is ad mit ted af ter 11:00 un less they have made ar range -
ments. This avoids dis rup tions and se cu rity prob lems.  This
eve ning is fairly quiet ex cept for one who tries to get in
around 2:00 A.M. in the morn ing. He is given two blan kets
and sent on his way.  The vol un teer’s sleep on mats on the
floor of the kitchen. I man age to get about three hours sleep
and in an odd way my mat and sleep ing bag at the foot of the 
large stove is warm and cozy. We awake ev ery one at 6:30
A.M. (some have left ear lier for jobs) and by 7:15 they are
gone to seek break fast at St. Pat rick’s. We help Pas tor Mul -
ler clean up and de part to the com fort of our homes to pon -
der what we have ex pe ri enced and get some more sleep.
Ev ery eve ning as I sit in the com fort of my home I think
about the home less again start ing their nightly rou tine. We
should all be thank ful.

Dick Koch
St. Stephens pa rish io ner and shel ter vol un teer

New email ad dress

We have added an email ad dress for the Ca the dral that
is gen eral in na ture. If you are seek ing in for ma tion or un sure 
who should re ceive your in for ma tion or re quest feel free to
ad dress it to: ca the dral@ststep.org. Any mail we re ceive we
will route it to the right in di vid ual. All other staff email ad -
dresses have re mained the same and are re capped here:

mac@ststep.org (Dean)
daphne@ststep.org (Canon Pas tor)
liz@ststep.org (Par ish Health/Par ish Nurse)
donna@ststep.org (Book keeper)
skip@ststep.org (Fa cil i ties Man ager)
jon a than@ststep.org (Youth)
sami@ststep.org (Sec re tary)

Sunday Fo rums in Lent

Feb ru ary 29th
Lent 1 – Bi ble Study with Pe ter Pow ers
(Deut. 26:(1-4) 5-11; Romans 10: (5-8a) 8b-13; Luke
4:1-13; Ps. 91)

March 7th
Lent 2 – Bi ble Study with Linda Shorey
(Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18; Phil. 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:(22-30) 
31-35; Ps. 27)

March 14th
Lent 3 – Bi ble Study with Linda Shorey
(Ex: 3:1-15; 1 Co rin thi ans 10:1-13; Luke 13:1-9;
Ps.103)

 March 21st
Lent 4 – Bi ble Study with Pe ter Pow ers
(Joshua (4:19-24) 5:9-12; 2 Co rin thi ans 5:17-21;
Luke 15:11-32; Ps. 34)

 March 28th
Lent 5 “Meet the Monk”
For mer St. Ste phen’s Canon Pas tor Dan iel Simons,
now a brother at Mon as tery of St. John the Evan ge list 
in Cam bridge, MA, will take ques tions from the floor.

April 4th
Palm Sunday – Bi ble study with Pe ter Pow ers
(Is. 45:21-25 or 52:13-53:12; Phil. 2:5-11; Luke
23:1-49; Ps. 22:1-21)

In vite from En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship
Com mit tee

Want to get lit and save some money? An idea from the
En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Com mit tee, whose mem bers
helped de sign our new en ergy-ef fi cient “green” build ing:

Sur vey your stan dard in can des cent light bulbs for op -
por tu ni ties to re place them with com pact fluorescents.
These new bulbs can save three-quar ters of the elec tric ity
used by incandescents. And they last lon ger. The best tar gets 
for re place ment are 60-100W bulbs used sev eral hours a
day. When you’re next out shop ping, take a look at com pact 
fluorescents—many of them turn on right away now:
they’re “in stant-on” and as small as stan dard bulbs. They
cost more at first, but over the long run, the fluorescents
save you money, too. 

The En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Com mit tee meets ir -
reg u larly but with high en ergy—it is work ing on sev eral
ways to in volve both the Church and the School in sus tain -
ing the en vi ron ment. The Com mit tee is more than open to
new ideas and new mem bers of any age or back ground. The
next meet ing is on March 23—if you’re in ter ested in join ing
us,  ca l l  (or  email)  Jef f  Spangler at  236-6006,
(Jeff_Spangler@CINFIN.com); or Helen Delano at
528-8485, (helenoel@blazenet.net).

Leave your Mark at the Ca the dral on an 
En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area be tween the Ca -
the dral House and the Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a
friend or rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100 per
brick. Forms are avail able in the back of the church.

mailto:Jeff_Spangler@CINFIN.com
mailto:helenoel@blazenet.net


ECW Lenten Re treat 

All women of the par ish and di o cese are in vited to a
time away at Camp Heb ron from March 24 to the 26th. 
This is a won der ful op por tu nity to gather with Epis co pal
women in an at mo sphere of sa cred and quiet beauty. The
cost is $125 per per son. The Rev. Elaine Silverstrim will lead 
the med i ta tions and wor ship dur ing our time to gether. Reg -
is tra tion forms and in for ma tion are avail able from Daphne.

Par ents and Sunday School Teach ers

A su perb op por tu nity to learn and re flect on min is tries
with chil dren . . . Mark your cal en dars for March 6th, a Sat -
ur day when Na tional Church leader Robin Szoke will be
here at the Ca the dral for a di oc e san work shop from 9:30 to
4:30.  It prom ises to be a day of growth and cel e bra tion of
Kids in Church!  Some of our ac o lytes will be tak ing part in
the noon time lit urgy and work shops will be of fered to
young peo ple and adults in the morn ing and af ter noon. 
More de tails will fol low!

An other Lenten of fer ing:  The ECW of St.
Luke’s, Mechanicsburg in vites mem bers of St.
Stephens for a Lenten “Quiet Morn ing” of
prayer and med i ta tion with eu cha rist on Mon -
day March 1st be gin ning at 9:30 Am at the
church on Keller Street and Mar ket in
Mechanicsburg. Daphne will be lead ing this
time of re flec tion.

New Book for the Gath er ing

 This lively book group will be read ing Ex pect ing Adam
by Mar tha Beck.  This is an ac count of a cou ple preg nant
with a Down Syn drome child and their chal leng ing jour ney
through that pro cess.  Join in dis cus sion with us on Tues day
eve ning March 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chap ter House.

Feb ru ary Fun!

The stu dents at St. Ste phen’s Epis co pal School will
never ex pe ri ence the “win ter dol drums” be cause Feb ru ary
is filled with fun!  On the 19th we cel e brated our 100th day of
school.  The day be gan with each stu dent add ing 100 small
food items (rai sins, cheerios, pea nuts, pret zels, etc.) to make
a unique trail mix snack.  Next stu dents, to gether with their
buddy, dec o rated goofy 100th Day glasses to wear as they
climbed up and down 100 stairs in the Cameron Build ing,
end ing in the under croft where they hopped 100 times.

Our Feb ru ary Fun con tin ued the fol low ing week when
we kicked off Spirit Week with St. Ste phen’s School Sunday.  
Stu dents par tic i pated in the 10:15 ser vice in the Ca the dral
and our own Chap lain Harrigan gave the ser mon.  Each day
dur ing the Spirit Week had its own theme in clud ing: school
col ors day; Mardi gras; PJ day and “When I grow up. . .”
day.

In Feb ru ary we will also have a school-wide ob ser vance
of Black His tory Month.  All classes will dis cuss the ac com -
plish ments and con tri bu tions of Af ri can-Amer i cans.  The
stu dents in grades 1 – 8 will work on pro jects to be pre sented 
at our Black His tory Month Cel e bra tion on Feb ru ary 25th at
1:30 in the Ca the dral.  You are in vited to join us for this
won der ful event.

Or gan Ded i ca tion CD now for Sale 

Or ders for the ded i ca tion re cital of the new Ca the dral
Pipe Or gan are now be ing taken. Ca the dral Or gan ist Mi -
chael Shoe maker’s re cital has been pro fes sion ally re corded
and is avail able on com pact disc for $15. Or der forms can
be found in the Narthex, the Uppercroft, and in the Ca the -
dral Book Store. All pro ceeds from this re cord ing will ben e -
fit the Ca the dral Cap i tal Cam paign. Please com plete the
or der form and ei ther place in a col lec tion plate or re turn to
the Ca the dral of fice. Once your or der is re ceived, the disc
will be mailed to you within a few weeks. They make
GREAT Easter gifts! Or der yours to day!!

Rec og ni tion Given!

The Mir iam Manisoff Award was cre ated in 1982 in
rec og ni tion of Ms. Manisoff’s sig nif i cant con tri bu tions to
the de vel op ment of the nurse prac ti tio ner pro fes sion. Each
year it is awarded, in her honor, to a per son who has made
an out stand ing con tri bu tion to the ad vance ment of nurse
prac ti tio ners in the ar eas of clin i cal prac tice or lead er ship.
Past re ceipts have in cluded both na tion ally and re gion ally
known nurse prac ti tio ners, physicians and administrators. 

On Feb ru ary 20, 2004, Deborah McHugh was pre -
sented with the Mir iam Manisoff award at the open ing ses -
sion of the Women’s Health Nurse Prac ti tio ner Con fer ence
in Phil a del phia, Pa. The pre sen ta tion in cluded a beau ti fully
en graved plaque and a pre sen ta tion to the au di ence high -
light ing her 29 years of ser vice and ac com plish ments as a
“life-long learner, cli ni cian and leader in re pro duc tive
health care.”

S p r e a d  t h e  w o r d !

O p e n  H o u s e s

a t

S t .  S t e  p h e n ’ s  E p i s  c o  p a l
S c h o o l

S u n d a y ,  M a r c h  7  f r o m
1 1 : 3 0 - 2 : 3 0 *

Tuesday, March 9 from 9:00-1:00
*parking vouchers are available on Sunday

A  s c h o o l  o f  m a n y  s t r e n g t h s

small classes
new building

science laboratory
computer laboratory
nurturing atmosphere



The Vis i tors are Com ing!

Ev ery one at St. Ste phen’s is in the midst of fi nal prep a -
ra tions for the ar rival of the vis it ing team from Mid dle
States As so ci a tion, Com mis sion on El e men tary Schools.
Our vis i tors will ar rive on Sunday, March 14 and be with us
un til Wednes day, March 17.  While they are here, they will
visit each class room, talk to ev ery teacher, meet with a
group of stu dents, and ob serve all of the ev ery day pro ce -
dures at our school.

While we can’t help but be anx ious about the eval u a -
tion team’s visit, we do think that we are well pre pared and
that we have a great many things of which we can be proud. 
And when they meet our won der ful stu dents, we just know
they will be “sold” on St. Ste phen’s Epis co pal School and all
that we have to offer.

The mem bers of the vis it ing team are teach ers and ad -
min is tra tors who take time from their schools to vol un teer
in this im por tant work.  Ac cred ited schools are ones that
con tin u ally ex am ine them selves and take note of their
strengths while iden ti fy ing strategic goals.

For two years the Board of Di rec tors and fac ulty of St.
Ste phen’s have been in volved in the self-study pro cess.  The
re cently pub lished self-study takes a com pre hen sive look at
who we are and where we are go ing.  The Ac tion Plan con -
tains stra te gic goals that will lead us in our ef forts over the
ten-year cy cle of ac cred i ta tion.  The goals fo cus on the
Religion Program, Com puter Tech nol ogy, and the Mid dle
School.  (If you would like to read the self-study, you can
bor row a copy from the school of fice.

We will wel come our vis i tors to St. Ste phen’s Epis co pal
School with a ser vice in the Ca the dral on Sunday, March 14
at 5:00 p.m. Please plan to join us as we be gin this fi nal ex -
cit ing step to wards re-ac cred i ta tion by the Mid dle States
Association.

Mary Kratzer
Chair, Ac cred i ta tion Steer ing Com mit tee

Par ish Reg is ter News

Loved mem bers we see no lon ger: Fran ces Fales and
George Banks.

Those who have mar ried: Sa rah Gingrich and Joel
Firebaugh.

New Ar riv als: Ainsley Grace Vyse grand daugh ter to
The Very Rev. and Mrs Malcolm McDowell, Jr.

New mem ber of the par ish: Ms. Chris tina Domanski;
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon An der son.

Wednes day Eve nings in Lent

Wednes day eve ning at St. Stephens for Lent 2004 will
have some thing for ev ery one.  The eve ning will be gin at 6:15 
with a soup and bread sup per.  Promptly at 6:45 the
one-hour pro gram of fer ings will be gin.  Compline will be
held at 7:45PM.  By 8PM, all will be on their way home! 
Note that childcare will be avail able for those 5 and un der.

AT TEN TION ALL YOUTH  In the fi nal hours of the
life of Je sus, He was judged by Pi late, made to carry his own
cross, and ul ti mately cru ci fied. Dur ing this fi nal walk,  he
ex pe ri enced many pow er ful and mean ing ful mo ments
which we to day ex pe ri ence as the Sta tions of the Cross.  Join 
me as we draw these 14 Sta tions. When the adults come to
Church dur ing the Wednes day eve nings of Lent, we will
move a few rooms away to work on these as a group.

Ev ery one will meet at 6:15 p.m. for soup and bread. We
will work on our Sta tions from 6:45 to 7:45pm ( the dates
are March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31.)  

The fin ished sta tions will be dis played in the Ca the dral.   
I hope to see you there!

Jon a than

 Peace with Jus tice Ec u men i cal Ad vo cacy
Days – Wash ing ton DC, March 5-8 

The Epis co pal Church USA is among the spon sors of
the March 5-8, 2004 sec ond an nual “Ad vo cacy Days” event 
in Wash ing ton DC. Speak ers, brief ings on global con cerns,
wor ship, and ad vo cacy train ing work shops are on the pro -
gram. Is sue “Tracks”: Af rica, Asia, Latin Amer ica, Mid dle
East, Ju bi lee and Eco nomic Jus tice, and Nu clear Dis ar ma -
ment. Reg is tra tion fee: $125. All ses sions Fri-Mon at the
Arlington VA Doubletree Ho tel. To reg is ter on-line,
www.advocacydays.org.

CIR CLE THE DATE:  JUNE 22—Yan kees and Ori oles
at Cam den Yards.  The Ori oles have im proved their line-up
and the Yan kees have a player named “A-Rod”, the new
third base man. Good seats; be hind third base. Bus trans por -
ta tion and snacks on the way—all for $40 or $75 for two. 
Your check will be your res er va tion.  Al ways a fun out ing.



H O L Y  W E E K

Palm Sunday, April 4

8:00 a.m. Lit urgy of the Palms and Holy Eu cha rist

10:15 a.m. Lit urgy of the Palms, Holy Eu cha rist and dra matic read ing of the Gos pel with mu sic
and Choirs

Mon day in Holy Week, April 5

12:10 p.m. Cel e bra tion of the Holy Eu cha rist

Tues day in Holy Week, April 6

11:00 a.m. Re newal of Or di na tion Vows with Holy Eu cha rist -- Ev ery one is in vited 

Wednes day in Holy Week, April 7

7:00 a.m. Cel e bra tion of the Holy Eu cha rist

7:00 p.m. “Sta tions of the Cross”

Maundy Thurs day, April 8

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist

7:00 p.m. Holy Eu cha rist and Washing of Feet . . . fol lowed by the All-Night Prayer Vigil

Good Fri day, April 9

7:00 a.m. Good Fri day Lit urgy

12 noon – 3:00 p.m “The Faces at the Cross” – Med i ta tions of fered by the Ca the dral Staff

Easter Eve, April 10

7:00 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter with Bap tism and Holy Eu cha rist

Easter Day, April 11

7:00 a.m.–9:00 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m.

Cel e bra tion of the Holy Eu cha rist with Choirs and Mu sic
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Re turn Ser vice Re quested

Non- Profit Or gani za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Per mit No. 597
Har ris burg, PA

TIME- SENSITIVE MA TE RIAL

PAR ISH LEAD ER SHIP

Bishop Mi chael Creigh ton
Dean Mal colm McDow ell
Canon Pastor Daphne Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Fa cil ities Man ager Skip DeMarkey
Organist- Choirmaster Mi chael Shoe maker
Of fice Man ager Sami Lytle
Book keeper Donna Osborne
Se nior War den Craig Wil son
Ju nior War den Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Ves try: Helen Delano Gene McHugh

Ann Elliott Guy Patterson
Joan Esham Greg Penny
Ger ald Garber II Lynn Schadle
War ren Gillam Rose mary Webber

Par ish Treas urer Bill Davis
Ves try Sec re tary Paul Nick alls
Wor ship Min is try Jane Bartholomew
Edu ca tion Min is try Becky Tartline
Evan gel ism Min is try Pat Strohl
Out reach Co or di nating Min is try Betsy Howell, Bill Ilgenfritz
Par ish Health Min is try Helen Hendrickson
Stew ard ship Min is try Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt,

Gerry Garber
Fi nance Min is try Thomas Schmidt III
Environmental Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Church School Co or di na tor John and El len Har les
“Seeds of Faith” Man ager Kathy ann Corl-Rodeheaver
Al tar Guild Mar ga ret Mess ner
Flower Guild Sandy Strohl
Ush ers Mi chael Frascella
Nurs ery Car o lyn Patterson
Youth Ministries Co or di na tor Jon a than Frazier

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Har ris burg, PA
Per mit No. 597

V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

Feb ru ary
29 THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
29 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
29 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.

March 1 St. Ste phen's School Board of Di rec tors, 
6:00 p.m.

2 Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
3 Soup and Bread Sup per at 6:15 p.m. fol lowed

by Lenten Pro gram at 6:45 p.m.
4 Chris tian Ed u ca tion and For ma tion Com mit tee,

6:30 p.m.
6 Di oc e san Com mis sion for Chil dren's Min is tries

Work shop, 9:30 a.m.
7 THE SEC OND SUNDAY IN LENT
7 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 8:45 a.m.
7 St. Ste phen's School Open House, 10:00 a.m.
7 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
7 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
8 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
8 AIDS Com mu nity Al li ance Din ner, 5:30 p.m.
9 St. Ste phen's School Open House, 1:00 p.m.
9 Home and School As so ci a tion, 5:00 p.m.
9 Evan ge lism Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
9 Prop erty Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
11 Fi nance Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
14 THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
14 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
14 St. Ste phen's School House, 12:00 p.m.
14 Mid dle State Accrediation Team Re cep tion,

4:00 p.m.


