
Seek, Knock, Ask . . . and RSVP!

In the past week’s gos pel les son, Je sus in deed is sues us
an in vi ta tion.  He strongly sug gests that we look for what we 
want, ask for what we need and knock on doors through
which we’d like to move. I sup pose the catch might be that
maybe we don’t want to
seek, ask or knock. Maybe
we are sat is fied with the
ways things are, thank you
very much, and I don’t par -
tic u larly want to up set the
ap ple cart, dis turb the sleep -
ing mon ster or shake up the
sta tus quo.

When we are in vited to
make changes, to even con -
sider do ing some thing dif -
fer ent, it is God’s way of
open ing the door just a crack 
to see if we are go ing to be a
trust ing soul.  God is test ing
us to see if we take him se ri -
ously when he says “Fear
not”.  God is in vit ing us to
be lieve in his pres ence with
us through all the cra zi ness
that this life of fers. The in vi -
ta tion to seek, ask and
knock co mes in so many dif -
fer ent ways . . . from our be -
hav ior in re la tion ships to our re ac tion to changes in Sunday
wor ship time, ways to re ceive com mu nion, let ters from the
Cap i tal Cam paign lead ers or re quests to serve on a com mit -
tee.  God uses these chal lenges to in vite us into a deeper

aware ness of his pres ence and her love for us. When we re -
fuse to see, si lence our ask ing or turn from the door we miss
out, we lose a piece of God’s friendship and we keep from
growing. 

At tached to the in vi ta -
tion, as with ev ery qual ity in -
vi ta tion, is an RSVP. We
an swer these chal lenges from
God with our words and our
ac tions, with our gifts of time
and tal ent and trea sure.  In the 
do ing we are say ing yes to
God, step ping out in trust and 
agree ing to the pos si bil ity of
growth.  Growth is a Chris -
tian value, it is a fam ily value
and there is no growth with -
out change.  We are plunked
right down in the mid dle of
change, we are!  Fear not,
God is with us, Je sus walks
be side us and the Holy Spirit
is guid ing and sustaining us.  

Thanks be to God!

The Rev. Canon Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Canon Pastor
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WEEKLY LIT UR GIES AT THE CA THE DRAL
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist Rite II, with Mu sic 9:00 a.m.
Wednes day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 7:00 a.m.
Thurs day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 12:10 p.m.
Sat ur day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 5:00 p.m.

S e r  v i c e s  
D u r  i n g  A u  g u s t

Wednesday 7:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with
laying-on-of-hands for healing

Thursday 12:10 p.m.

Holy Eucharist with
laying-on-of-hands for healing

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Informal Eucharist with
Contemporary Music

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Holy Eu cha rist with Hymns



News and Events 

The Gath er ing . . . 

Wednes day eve ning Au gust 18 is the date for our dis cus -
sion of Bury Me Stand ing by Isabel Fonseca. You still have
time to read this in trigu ing ac count of Gypsy his tory and tra -
di tion and then join in as we con sider it to gether.  

The se lec tion for Sep tem ber is The Amaz ing Ad ven tures
of Kavalier and Klay by Mi chael Chabon.  Join us to dis cuss
this fast-paced, beau ti fully writ ten novel about two comic
book art ists in the 1930s and 40s.  Both of these books draw
our minds to broaden and stretch. Come join us for some
brain ex er cise! We gather at 7:00 p.m. in the sec ond floor con -
fer ence room (Sherman Li brary) of the Chap ter House.

Leave your Mark at the Ca the dral on an 
En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area be tween the Ca the -
dral House and the Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a friend or
rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100 per brick. Forms 
are avail able in the back of the church.

Sum mer Sunday School

At ten tion par ents and care givers for chil dren, ages 3-9:  
Sum mer Sunday School has be gun and will run through  Au -
gust 15. For the two Sun days in Au gust, we will meet at 8:45
a.m. in the kin der gar ten class room on the first floor of the St.
Ste phen’s School build ing.

As al ways, com mit ted and car ing teach ers are needed.  If
you think you might be avail able to teach for a week or two
dur ing the sum mer, con tact El len and John Harles, 731-0394
or jetharles@comcast.net.

I’m won der ing what to do . . . 

The sum mer time may be a chance for you to down shift
the ac tiv ity level but here at St. Stephens we are go ing pretty
much full steam ahead with the lively tasks that keep us func -
tion ing as a com mu nity of faith. Mes sen gers con tinue, mail -
ings, ser vices, pro jects and meet ings.  In the midst of it all
maybe you won der where you could fit in, how you might ex -
press your com mit ment to the church through your ac tions. 
Well . . . op por tu ni ties abound!  Im me di ately, help is needed
with some sim ple but cru cial of fice tasks.  Our sec re tary/of fice 
man ager, Sami Lytle, could use some ex tra hands these next
few weeks.  If you have the time and in cli na tion, please give
him a call (236-4059) and make an of fer.  The choir will be
start ing up again in a month, Sunday School teach ers are
needed and plenty of other vol un teer op por tu ni ties ex ist for
you.  Please let Daphne know if you feel called (or nudged) to -
ward a par tic u lar min is try - we’ll all be the richer for it!

From the Par ish Reg is ter!

Con grat u la tions to Carole Clark and James Klinger who
were mar ried at the Ca the dral.

In lov ing mem ory of those we see no lon ger: Hunter
Temes.

West Nile Vi rus

Did you know that Penn syl va nia is the 7th high est state in 
cases of West Nile Vi rus? We are in the peak of the sea son for
mos quito bites. Check out the FREE in for ma tion at the “Ed u -
ca tional Cor ner” in the Narthex.

News from Cape Cod

Get ting set tled and en joy ing ev ery mo ment . . . re tire -
ment, the house, the weather, hav ing time for our selves and
for each other and so on.

A quick up date for you all . . . this is com ing out in batches
Ad dress: 10 Marion Road
Harwich, MA 02645
508-776-4762 or 4800
e-mail change: kathmac608@comcast.net
More to come . . . 
Mac and Kathie

Com pan ion Par ish Re la tion ship 
with Sao Paulo 

Ves try has ap proved the es tab lish ment of a com pan ion
par ish re la tion ship with St. Paul’s An gli can Ca the dral of Sao
Paulo, Brazil. A Par ish Com pan ion Com mit tee will be
formed, chaired by Lynn Schadle, to de fine the scope of the
com pan ion re la tion ship, open com mu ni ca tions with the Ca -
the dral in Sao Paulo, and co or di nate our shared min is try with
our new com pan ion par ish. If you would like to join the Par -
ish Com pan ion Com mit tee, please con tact Lynn Schadle at
717-545-7044. In for ma tion re gard ing St. Paul’s An gli can
Ca the dral of  Sao Paulo is avai l  able at
www.catedral-anglicana.org.br. 

Sum mer Fun . . . 

Lem on ade and T-shirts are such a part of sum mer time re -
lax ation…Ev ery Sunday in Au gust you are in vited to Lem on -
ade-in-the-Gar den af ter the 9:00 a.m. ser vice. It’s an
op por tu nity to en joy fel low ship with those you don’t of ten
see and a chance to pur chase your one-of-a-kind St. Stephens
T-shirt in beau ti ful ca the dral pur ple.  Sam ples will be on dis -
play!  Im me di ate de liv ery is guar an teed!  Pro ceeds go to the
operating funds!  Get yours now!

mailto:kathmac608@comcast.net


Healthy Par ish /  Healthy Kids

Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren is a pro gram of the Epis -
co pal Church which raises aware ness and pro vides tools for
mak ing sure that chil dren are pro tected from mo les ta tion
and abuse. This pro gram con sists of 2 vid eo tapes fol lowed
by dis cus sion and is re quired for Sunday School Teach ers,
Youth Work ers, Ac o lyte Di rec tors and those who con duct
mu sic min is try. Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren will be of fered 
twice be fore the school year be gins: on Sunday Au gust 15
fol low ing the 9:00 a.m. ser vice (try ing to end by lunch time),
and Sat ur day af ter noon Au gust 28 at 3:00 p.m. (we will try
to end in time for the 5:00 Eu cha rist). Other op por tu ni ties
will be pro vided in the fall. PLEASE let Becky Tartline or
Daphne know which of these ses sions you will at tend and if
you will need childcare. There is no cost but we need to
know num bers so that we have enough ma te ri als for all.

Hos pice Min is try . . . 

You are cer tainly aware of the sa cred and ded i cated
min is try of Hos pice of Cen tral Penn syl va nia.  Per haps you
have been on the re ceiv ing end of that sup port ive ser vice. 
You have the op por tu nity now to be part of that group of
vol un teers who pro vide hope and com fort to those who are
ter mi nally ill and their fam i lies.  The 33 hour train ing class
will meet Thurs day eve nings be gin ning Oc to ber 14th at the
United Way Of fice in Carlisle and cover such top ics as pa -
tient care, pain con trol, fam ily dy nam ics and the spir i tual
aspects of death, dying and loss.

Ap pli ca tions and in for ma tion are avail able from
Barbara Hardy at 732-1000.

Thank You

To those who pro vided a fes tive birth day party for the
res i dents of Dau phin Manor/Spring Creek on July 14th. 
Barbara Gar di ner su per vised the cut ting of the birth day
cake and the dis tri bu tion of gifts to de lighted re cip i ents with 
able and cheer ful help from Peggi Edmonds, Da vid and Avis
Ann Bryan and Daphne.  Fa mil iar songs and good hu mor
filled the air as the storms and tor na does blew out side!

Ves try Di gest . . . 

The ves try met on Thurs day eve ning July 15 and wel -
comed Dr. Da vid Myers and his wife Cynthia Myers who
joined us to talk about our po ten tial (now ap proved) re la -
tion ship with the Di o cese of Sao Paulo and, in par tic u lar,
with St. Paul’s Cathedral.

The group also ap proved the fi nal draft of the new Fa -
cil i ties Use Pol icy which ar tic u lates stan dards for out side
(and in side) use of the Ca the dral buildings.

Much dis cus sion cen tered around our fi nan cial sit u a -
tion, spe cif i cally the de tails sur round ing our de ci sion to
con vert $1,000,000 of our out stand ing line of credit into a
per ma nent loan, backed by a mort gage and a con tin u ing of
the line of credit with a max i mum draw of $500,000. The
es ti mated monthly pay ment for which we will be
responsible is $7,220.

OOPS!

In the last Mes sen ger, Daphne asked for your prayers
for the mem bers of our Dis cern ment Team, those pa rish io -
ners who are go ing to be con duct ing the search for the new
Dean. She men tioned that this list of folks ap peared else -
where in the news let ter . . . ahem . . . it did n’t . . . sorry about
that. Here they are . . . ever grate ful for your prayer ful
support they are:

Tom Schmidt – Chair
Lynn Schadle (V) – Vice Chair
Mar cia Da vis
Don Dentler
Joan Esham (V)
John Harles
Helen Hendrickson
Caroyln (Katie) Long
Da vid Messner
Da vid Parkyn
Linda Shorey
Judy Van Valkenburgh
Harry Weber
Anne Yellott
Craig Wil son (ex officio)
Mary Jane Forbes Schmidt (ex officio)

John Abra ham writes . . . 

John has writ ten a let ter to us re count ing his past
years’ work shar ing the gos pel life in the in ner city of At -
lanta as he and his team mates served to unify the neigh -
bors in a His panic and Af ri can Amer i can com mu nity,
gath er ing the chil dren around rec re ation, Bi ble study and
prayer.  John is the son of Mo ses and Mallika Abra ham,
brother of James and Joyce and is a for mer stu dent at St.
Stephens School (hav ing en tered there at age 3!)  Please see
the en tire text of his let ter on the bul le tin board by the
Bookstore.

S H H H H ! ! ! !

S i  l e n t  A u c  t i o n  a t  t h e  
S e e d s  o f  F a i t h  B o o k  s t o r e

A  D o  n a  t i o n  f r o m  t h e  C o l  l e c  t i o n  o f  o u r
B e  l o v e d  M a c

B i d s  A c  c e p t e d  f r o m  n o w  u n  t i l  R a l l y  D a y ,  
S e p  t e m  b e r  1 2 ,  t o  f i n d  a  s p e  c i a l  h o m e

f o r  t h i s  B i  b l e .

1 8 7 1  K i n g  J a m e s  B i  b l e
w i t h  A p o c  r y  p h a  a n d  C o n  c o r  d a n c e s

L e a t h e r  C o v e r

E n  g r a v e d  w o o d e n  c o v e r

A t  t r a c  t i v e  a n d  a p  p e a l  i n g  B i  b l e

G o o d  I n  d e x e s .

T h i s  i s  a  m u s t  s e e  t r e a  s u r e !
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Re turn Ser vice Re quested

Non- Profit Or gani za tion
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TIME- SENSITIVE MA TE RIAL

PAR ISH LEAD ER SHIP

Bishop Mi chael Creigh ton
Dean To be determined
Canon Pastor Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Fa cil ities Man ager Skip DeMarkey
Organist- Choirmaster Mi chael Shoe maker
Hos pi tal ity Coordinator Judy Clemmer
Book keeper Donna Osborne
Se nior War den Craig Wil son
Ju nior War den Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Ves try: Helen Delano Gene McHugh

Ann Elliott Guy Patterson
Joan Esham Greg Penny
Ger ald Garber II Lynn Schadle
War ren Gillam Rose mary Webber

Par ish Treas urer Bill Davis
Ves try Sec re tary Paul Nick alls
Wor ship Min is try Jane Bartholomew
Edu ca tion Min is try Becky Tartline
Evan gel ism Min is try Ted Webber
Out reach Co or di nating Min is try Betsy Howell, Bill Ilgenfritz
Par ish Health Min is try Helen Hendrickson
Stew ard ship Min is try Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt,

Gerry Garber
Fi nance Min is try Thomas Schmidt III
Prop erty Com mit tee Joan Esham
En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Church School Co or di na tor John and El len Har les
“Seeds of Faith” Man ager Kathy ann Corl-Rodeheaver
Al tar Guild Mar ga ret Mess ner
Flower Guild Sandy Strohl
Ush ers Mi chael Frascella
Nurs ery Car o lyn Patterson
Youth Ministries Co or di na tor Jon a than Frazier

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Har ris burg, PA
Per mit No. 597

V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

Au gust 1 THE 9TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
1 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 10:15 a.m.
1 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
1 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
2 St. Ste phen’s School Board of Di rec tors, 

6:00 p.m.
3 Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
7 Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
8 THE 10TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
8 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
8 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
9 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
9 AIDS Com mu nity Al li ance Din ner, 5:30 p.m.
10 Prop erty Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
12 Fi nance Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
14 Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
15 THE 11TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
15 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
15 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
19 Ves try, 7:00 p.m.
20 Wed ding Re hearsal Reed/Popovich, 5:00 p.m.
21 Wed ding Reed/Popovich, 3:30 p.m.
21 Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
22 THE 12TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
22 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
22 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
23 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
28 Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
29 THE 13TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
29 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.


