
Let ter from Bishop Creigh ton

Dear Friends in Christ at St. Stephen’s, 

Greet ings.  I want to of fer pro found thanks for the peo -
ple who have worked so prayer fully and dil i gently to dis cern 
a call of the In terim Dean.  Now we will soon wel come the
Rev. Mark Hatch.  I ask ev ery one to heart ily greet him when 
we ar rives in late Au gust.  Mark and Daphne, ac com pa nied
by your ded i cated staff will give you fine spir i tual lead er ship 
as St. Ste phen’s moves ahead sur rounded by so many bless -
ings and graced to meet the many chal lenges in your life.  

I was a rec tor for al most thirty years, and I know the de -
mands, pres sures, bless ings and hum bling mo ments of hav -
ing that kind of re spon si bil ity.  When I was at my best I
knew who the true Leader was.  While I was “on the bal -
cony”, in the pul pit, in the hos pi tal room, or chair ing a
meet ing my best self did all it could to “step aside” and let
Christ lead.  When that hap pens, ev ery one knows it.  Rec -
tors and Deans are in the lime light, but only to put Christ in
the lime light.

God will ing, you will have that in Mark.  You have it in
Daphne.  St. Ste phen’s has had fine lead ers, and you are a
con gre ga tion with enough ex pe ri ence and wis dom to know 
whose you are.

Times of lead er ship tran si tion bring out many anx i eties.  
That is hu man and nat u ral.  It can be an un set tling time. 
What is needed is for all of you to en cour age one an other,
cheer one an other and band to gether with Christ to al low
the life and min is try of St. Ste phen’s shine and flour ish.

The Right Rev. Mi chael W. Creigh ton
Bishop, Diocese of Central Pennsylvania
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S e r  v i c e s  
D u r  i n g  A u  g u s t

Wednesday 7:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist with
laying-on-of-hands for healing

Thursday 12:10 p.m.

Holy Eucharist with
laying-on-of-hands for healing

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Informal Eucharist with
Contemporary Music

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Holy Eu cha rist with Hymns



News and Events 

The Gath er ing . . . 

Book Group dis cus sions:  Bury Me Stand ing on Au gust
18 and The Amaz ing Ad ven tures of Kavalier and Clay on Sep -
tem ber 14 both in the Sherman Li brary at 7:00 p.m. Join us
for some lively con ver sa tion!

Ap point ment of In terim Dean

Ves try is pleased to an nounce that The Rev er end Mark
H. Hatch has ac cepted our call to join the Ca the dral as In -
terim Dean. This call was based on the unan i mous rec om men -
da tion of the com mit tee that in ter viewed can di dates. 

Mark is canonically res i dent in the Di o cese of West ern
Mas sa chu setts. He was or dained as Dea con and Priest in
1991. He cur rently serves as In terim Rec tor of St. Mat thew’s
An gli can Church in Ter race, Brit ish Co lum bia. (Try to find
Ter race on a map and ask him about the sim i lar i ties and dif -
fer ences be tween the par ishes!)  Pre vi ously, Mark served as
Priest-in-Charge of Christ Church in South Barre, Mas sa chu -
setts, As so ci ate Rec tor of St. Fran cis Church in Holden, Mas -
sa chu setts, In terim Rec tor of Holy Trin ity Church in
Southbridge, Mas sa chu setts, As so ci ate Chap lain of the
Fairlawn Re ha bil i ta tion Hos pi tal, and Vicar of St. An drew’s
Church in North Grafton, Mas sa chu setts.  He was ed u cated
at Dartmouth Col lege (B.A.) and Har vard Uni ver sity (M.
Div.). 

Mark has fo cused his min is try in re cent years on par ishes
in tran si tion. The com mit tee that in ter viewed him was im -
pressed by his in sights into the pro cess of study ing strengths
and needs in a par ish and pre par ing for the call of a new Rec -
tor or Dean. We be lieve that he will pro vide ex cel lent lead er -
ship and guid ance for us dur ing the in terim pe riod un til we
call a new Dean. 

We are ex cited about Mark’s up com ing ar rival. We hope
you will join us in wel com ing him at the 5:00 p.m. ser vice on
Sat ur day eve ning the 28th or . . . 9:00 a.m. ser vice and re cep -
tion on Au gust 29.

Sum mer Fun . . . 

Lem on ade and T-shirts are such a part of sum mer time re -
lax ation…Ev ery Sunday in Au gust you are in vited to Lem on -
ade-in-the-Gar den af ter the 9:00 a.m. ser vice. It’s an
op por tu nity to en joy fel low ship with those you don’t of ten
see and a chance to pur chase your one-of-a-kind St. Stephens
T-shirt in beau ti ful ca the dral pur ple.  Sam ples will be on dis -
play!  Im me di ate de liv ery is guar an teed!  Pro ceeds go to the
op er at ing funds!  Get yours now!

Par ish Fam ily News!

CON GRAT U LA TIONS TO NEW PAR ENTS Jenny
Doherty and Rich ard Schadle Doherty on the birth of their
daugh ter Mar ga ret Es ther Doherty (and to big sis ter Sa rah!). 
Lit tle Mar ga ret is the grand daugh ter of Di ane and Lynn
Schadle!

Are you called to a Spe cial (Mu si cal) Min is -
try? 

In the last sev eral weeks you have heard and read much
about this time of tran si tion and change that our Par ish is go -
ing through. Peo ple are be ing chal lenged to lead more ac tive
roles in the life and min is tries of St. Ste phen’s. Many won der -
ful peo ple have al ready stepped for ward and taken lead er ship
roles. This is a won der ful and ex cit ing thing!

I have been as so ci ated with St. Stephens for nearly 53
years, hav ing come here as a boy cho ris ter in the fall of 1951.
Dur ing that time I have seen five rec tors de part. I have seen
count less canon pas tors, cu rates, and var i ous as sis tant priests
come and go. I’m about to be as so ci ated with my third in terim 
dean in my ten ure as your or gan ist and choir mas ter. In all
these years I have found only one con stant - and that is
change.

As the Ca the dral is at a cross roads, so is the Ca the dral
Choir. Over the past sev eral years you have seen the stalls
slowly empty. Please be lieve me when I say that no one is more 
grieved over this than I am. When I came here 53 years ago
there were over 50 in the Choir of Men and Boys and there
were well over 20 mem bers of the Choir of St. Ce cilia. Right
now we only have 14 mem bers - and that is on a Sunday with
per fect at ten dance! Al though I am ex tremely proud of these
14 cho ris ters and the mag nif i cent job they do, they do need
help.

We are work ing hard to re store our proud 110-year tra di -
tion of a men and boys choir while at the same time bol ster ing
the ranks of women and girls. The mu sic pro gram of the Ca -
the dral Church of St. Ste phen must rely on the mem bers of the 
con gre ga tion to sup port the pro gram with your pres ence. I
have heard many peo ple claim that all they need is to be asked. 
Con sider your self asked!

I chal lenge you to ex am ine this, your call, to the min is try
of mu sic at St. Ste phen’s. If you en joy sing ing we need you to
lend your voice in praise of God. Talk to your son or daugh -
ter, grand child, niece or nephew and in vite them to join the
choir. You don’t have to have a trained or op er atic voice for
us to value your pres ence. Choir mem bers con firm that they
con tin u ally sur prise them selves with what they ac com plish.
Think of it as on the job train ing! And a bit of a mid-week
ther apy ses sion where you can put the bus tle of the world
aside for a few hours.

How ever, I feel strongly that the mu sic pro gram has a
great deal to of fer both chil dren and adults. The choir will be
stron ger with you, you will be stron ger with the choir, and the
par ish will be a stron ger, more ex cit ing and in vit ing place for
our com mu nity. Please, speak to me soon!

Mi chael Shoe maker 
Or gan ist and Choir mas ter



Healthy Par ish /  Healthy Kids

Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren is a pro gram of the Epis -
co pal Church which raises aware ness and pro vides tools for
mak ing sure that chil dren are pro tected from mo les ta tion
and abuse. This pro gram con sists of 2 vid eo tapes fol lowed
by dis cus sion and is re quired for Sunday School Teach ers,
Youth Work ers, Ac o lyte Di rec tors and those who con duct
mu sic min is try. Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren will be of fered 
twice be fore the school year be gins: on Sunday Au gust 15
fol low ing the 9:00 a.m. ser vice (try ing to end by lunch time),
and Sat ur day af ter noon Au gust 28 at 3:00 p.m. (we will try
to end in time for the 5:00 Eu cha rist). Other op por tu ni ties
will be pro vided in the fall. PLEASE let Becky Tartline or
Daphne know which of these ses sions you will at tend and if
you will need childcare. There is no cost but we need to
know num bers so that we have enough ma te ri als for all.

Hos pice Min is try . . . 

In for ma tion on Hos pice vol un teer train ing can be
found on the “Spir i tual Re sources” bul le tin board out side
the Seeds of Faith  Book store. (down the hall way be hind the
al tar)  Check it out!

Out reach (For merly “Isa iah 58")

One of the pro grams re cently sup ported by the Ca the -
dral through the Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee is
Christ Lu theran Health Min is tries of Har ris burg. Lo cated
in the Allison Hill Sec tion of the
city, the pro gram re ceived a
$3,000 grant to pur chase
life-sus tain ing med i ca tions for
area low in come and home less
in di vid u als with no prescripton
ben e fits. On the sur face, that
may seem like a lot of money,
but if you have ever had to pur -
chase pre scrip tion drugs with -
out insurance,  you know
otherwise. 

Other ini tia tives sup ported
or spon sored by this small con -
gre ga tion on South 13th Street
are a Food Voucher pro gram,
walk-in nurse clinic, mo bile
doc tor’s of fice, baby fur ni ture
bank, du ra ble med i cal goods
bank, and or tho pe dics bank. All 
ser vices and goods are pro vided free of charge. Pas tor Jody
Silliker of Christ Lu theran, who ap plied to the Out reach
Com mit tee for the grant, was very ex cited and grate ful for
St. Ste phen’s sup port. So much so, that she has talked about
a pos si ble pulpit exchange some Sunday. 

Cur rently, Christ Lu theran Health Min is tries has a
need for Span ish in ter pret ers. If you or some one you know
would be in ter ested in this op por tu nity, please con tact the
Ca the dral, Helen Hendrickson or Pas tor Silliker
(737-9553) or jsilliker@pcvsoftware.net

. . . and we have al ready re ceived a let ter from Pas tor
Jody Silliker:

Youth Grades 6th - 12 Grade!

Have you heard about all the plans for the Youth Group 
this year?  There are events and ac tiv i ties sched uled from
Sep tem ber 2004 un til May 2005!  To learn more, all par ents 
of chil dren in grades 6 -12 should plan to at tend the Youth
Group Par ents Meet ing on Sunday Au gust 29th fol low ing
the re cep tion for our new in terim. While the Youth Group
Com mit tee meets with the par ents, Mark Hatch will meet
with the chil dren of Saint Stephens, all ages. We’ll share our
plans, in for ma tion, a cal en dar and pro vide op por tu nity for
you to share your sup port and en thu si asm.  Let’s all work
to gether to make this an ex cit ing year for our youth!

Pas to ral Let ter to be read in par ishes 
dur ing Au gust

Dear Friends in Christ in Cen tral Penn syl va nia, 
I write to you about the hu man dev as ta tion in the Su -

dan. There has been geno cide in the east ern re gion. There
has been draught and in cred i ble hun ger. 

Epis co pal Re lief and De vel op ment is help ing. ERD is
the main arm of The Epis co pal Church that reaches out to
in tense global needs.

At the spring meet ing of the House of Bish ops I had the
honor one eve ning of sit ting next to two bish ops from the
Su dan. They were hum ble men who faced con flict, vi o lence,
hun ger and tre men dous ref u gee pop u la tions. They do it
with heart and faith, but with next to no re sources. 

I am ask ing ev ery par ish in the
Di o cese of Cen tral Penn syl va nia to
call for a Spe cial Of fer ing at least
twice dur ing Au gust Sunday Ser -
vices. Why Au gust? The time is now. 
The need is now. I would like to be
part of a di o cese that re sponds now.
The size of these of fer ings is not as
im por tant as the vol ume of aware -
ness among us and the will ing ness of 
each of us to do some thing. 

Gifts should be made out to the
“Di o cese of Cen tral Penn syl va nia”,
and marked “ERD-Su dan.” Par ish
may want gifts made out to the par -
ish, and for ward the sum to the Di -
oc e san Cen ter.  Gifts  wil l  go
im me di ately to Epis co pal Re lief and
De vel op ment. 

Most of the di o ceses of the An -
gli can Church in the Su dan are much larger than Cen tral
Penn syl va nia, not only in land mass but in num bers of An -
gli cans. They are our broth ers and sis ters in Christ and I
want Cen tral Penn syl va ni ans to be there for them. 

Blessed Au gust to all of you.

+Mi chael W. Creigh ton
Bishop

L e t  t e r  f r o m  J o d y  S i l l k e r

“Au gust 8, 2004  . . . I’m writ ing to day be -
cause I just fin ished writ ing a check in the
amount of $532 to the Pro fes sional Phar macy
in Camp Hill. They agreed to run a tab for us
each month and to sell the med i cines at cost.
That first check rep re sents 1 month of med i ca -
tions for those who have no other way to turn.
Thanks to your shep herd ing and mentoring of
me, it’s hap pen ing! By the power of Je sus
Christ (work ing through Helen and St.
Stephens, doc tors, nurses and phar ma cists, etc) 
the lame walk and the blind see in Allison Hill.

Thank you and God bless you. Love,  Jody"
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Canon Pastor Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Fa cil ities Man ager Skip DeMarkey
Organist- Choirmaster Mi chael Shoe maker
Hos pi tal ity Coordinator Judy Clemmer
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En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Church School Co or di na tor John and El len Har les
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V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

Au gust 15 THE 11TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
15 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
15 Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren
15 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
19 Ves try, 7:00 p.m.
20 Wed ding Re hearsal Reed/Popovich, 5:00 p.m.
21 Wed ding Reed/Popovich, 3:30 p.m.
21 Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
22 THE 12TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
22 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
22 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
28 Safe guard ing God’s Chil dren, 3:00 p.m.
28 Last Sat ur day Eve ning Ser vice, 5:00 p.m.
29 THE 13TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
29 Re cep tion Wel com ing Mark Hatch
29 Lem on ade Hour, 10:15 a.m.
29 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.

Sep tem ber
2 Chris tian Ed u ca tion and For ma tion Com mit tee,

6:30 p.m.
3-6 Kipona Fes ti val, Riverfront Park
5 THE 14TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
5 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 8:45 a.m.
5 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
5 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
6 Of fice Closed, La bor Day
7 Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee, 6: 30 p.m.
9 Fi nance Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
10 “Informance” Har ris burg Play ers Col lec tive,

6:00 p.m.


