
On Front Street

What does it mean to be “in communion” with another
person, another parish, or another Province? When we use a 
term like “the Anglican Communion” do we ever pause, if
only briefly, to reflect on what the language and the vision
both expect of us and offer us? By the roughest of estimates
there are about 77 mil lion An gli cans around the world,
nearly 1/3 of whom re side in just 2 coun tries — Ni ge ria and
Uganda. There are, in the United and States and Can ada
com bined, less than 3 mil lion An gli cans in to tal. I have
served par ishes with 300 or more fam i lies ac tively in volved
in con gre ga tional life and I have served mis sions where 25
peo ple on a Sunday morn ing was a “big turn out”.  Still, and
al ways, large or small, here and else where, we are in vited to
re turn to the cen tral ques tion which God sets be fore us: how 
are we to live and breathe and have our be ing with one an -
other? The vast, com plex and ever chang ing An gli can world 
of which we are a part is nei ther ruled by a Magisterium nor
dic tated by rigid struc ture, and thus to be “in com mu nion”
is to re ceive a gift and to of fer  a gift, the gift of our frag ile
and faith-seek ing selves. No en tity, no law, no doc trine can
force us to share and strug gle and seek along side one an -
other. No hi er ar chy can com pel us to get along just as no hi -
er ar chy can tell us that we may not. The gift of true
com mu nion is the op por tu nity to ad mit that none of us has
all the an swers and the each of us is made in her ently stron -
ger by the pres ence of an other, a per son or place whose re la -
tion ship with God and ex pe ri ence of the Holy Spirit can
nec es sar ily en rich our own by its very dif fer ence. Those
won der ful and joy ful learnings, a type of shar ing which co -
mes out of di ver sity and dif fer ence, can not be pos si ble if we, 
in our bro ken and sec u lar na ture, opt out of com mu nion.
That spir i tual growth in our selves can not oc cur if we do not 
rec og nize and ad mire spir i tual growth in oth ers. Only you
and I — never God — make the ter ri ble and heart break ing
de ci sion to for sake or shun our fel low men and women, all
chil dren of God as scrip ture re minds us. But like wise only
you and I — al ways sup ported by God — have the power
within our selves for ever to reach and stretch and risk and
jour ney and for give and learn as we seek the glory of the

King dom. We are given that op tion ev ery day, in the most
un likely of en coun ters and en gage ments. We are asked to
choose on be half of God, on be half of that which is life-giv -
ing, on be half of that which re flects Christ in the world. We
are asked to say “yes” to a model of fel low ship and Chris -
tian en deavor which the wider world would do well to em u -
late and which a frac tured so ci ety thirsts to re ceive. Quiet
and re flec tive times lie just be fore us, as the sea son of Ad vent 
nears. I urge you to pre pare not only your selves but to pre -
pare the com mu nity of which you are a part. I urge you not
only to keep the faith but to share it as well. It is my deep est
be lief that only in so do ing can you and I fully re al ize God’s
true and abid ing gift of com mu nion in all our lives.

In peace and faith,

The Very Reverend Mark H. Hatch
Interim Dean
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Di oc e san Cen ten nial Even song

on

Sunday, No vem ber 28th at 4:00 p.m. 

The preacher will be

The Rev. Dr. Na than Baxter 

Re cep tion to fol low!



News and Events 

Hab i tat for Hu man ity

Call ing for vol un teers to help out with Har ris burg Hab -
i tat for Hu man ity on Sat ur day, No vem ber 20th. You don’t
have to be handy — though those skills are greatly ap pre ci -
ated. You just need to be will ing to roll up your sleeves and
plunge in to help pre pare a place for peo ple in need of hous -
ing. For more in for ma tion and to vol un teer, please con tact
Greg Penny, te l .  657-3872 or email  at
pennyhouse@msn.com. We usu ally work from 8:30 a.m. to
noon. Some times, a few of us will con tinue into the af ter -
noon. It’s a great cause, es pe cially when ac com pa nied by
friends from church.

The Gath er ing Book Group

The Gath er ing Book Group . . . next dis cus sion to be
held  Wednes day, No vem ber 10 for The Color of Wa ter by
James McBride.  Join Us! The se lec tion for De cem ber is The
Barn at the End of the World by Mary Rose O’Reilly. We’ll
meet De cem ber 7 to dis cuss. 

Leave your Mark at the Ca the dral on an 
En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area be tween the Ca -
the dral House and the Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a
friend or rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100 per
brick. Forms are avail able in the back of the church.

  Cap i tal Cam paign Up date – Oc to ber 2004

At the end of July, you re ceived a let ter ex plain ing the
need for ad di tional pledges for our Cap i tal Cam paign. You
were en cour aged to sup port the re newed ef fort to re duce the 
size able mort gage that St. Ste phen’s Ca the dral needed to as -
sume to pay for the re cent ren o va tions. As of Oc to ber 13, 
48 gifts have been re ceived for a to tal of $49,005! Those
who have re sponded to the re quest en cour age all of you to
con sider the level of sup port that you can give and join us in
the mort gage re duc tion. Whether your pledge is a new one
or a re newal from the ini tial cam paign, ev ery dol lar paid
now will re duce the im pact on the gen eral bud get. Can we
count on your sup port? 

Cap i tal Cam paign Co-Chairs,

Mar ga ret Messner and Lee Van Valkenburgh

Chil dren’s Ser mon

Here is more in for ma tion on the Chil dren’s Ser mon
topic of Oc to ber 24: The fi nan cial plan ning ideas of 1. shar -
ing with oth ers, 2. sav ing for the fu ture, and 3. spend ing on
your needs and wants are found and ex plained in “Prod i gal
Sons and Ma te rial Girls: How Not To Be Your Child’s
ATM” by Na than Duggan. This book also ad dresses clar i -
fy ing your fam ily’s val ues and spend ing ac cord ingly as well
as ad ver tis ing and me dia ef fects on our fam i lies. The website 
is www.sharesavespend.com, which has some ex cel lent
links for chil dren, par ents, and teach ers.

Health and Wellness

Alz hei mer’s Dis ease

No vem ber has been rec og nized as a spe cial time for in -
creas ing na tional aware ness of this dis ease that is af fect ing
four mil lion Amer i cans. Re search in di cates that the symp -
toms are the re sult of the loss of nerve cell func tion in dis -
tinct ar eas of the brain. How ever sci en tists do not know
what causes this mal func tion. Ge netic fac tors, vi ral agents
and en vi ron men tal tox ins are all be ing in ves ti gated for their
roles that they might play in caus ing the on set of this dis ease.

Alz hei mer’s dis ease is a pro gres sive, ir re vers ible brain
dis or der whose in ci dence rises sharply with ad vanc ing age.
Symp toms of the dis ease in clude mem ory loss, con fu sion,
im paired judg ment, per son al ity changes, and loss of lan -
guage skills. As the dis ease pro gresses, there is an ever-grow -
ing de pend ence on oth ers to per form even the most rou tine
tasks such as bath ing and dress ing. 

Al though there is still no cure, the out look for peo ple
with the con di tion has im proved dra mat i cally in the last de -
cade. To day sev eral dif fer ent med i ca tions such as Reminyl,
Exelon, Namenda and Aricept have been proved help ful in
slow ing the rate of dis ease pro gres sion in the mild to mod er -
ate cases. Ex per i men tal drugs Clioquinol, and Amphalex
are show ing some prom is ing re sults. 

Med i ca tion alone is not the only op tion for treat ing this
dis ease. An ex er cise pro gram of strength, bal ance and flex i -
bil ity train ing can im prove phys i cal health and al le vi ate de -
pres sion. Care givers can also be taught be hav ioral
man age ment tech niques. 

That there’s a link be tween cog ni tive health and the B
vi ta min ni a cin is n’t new. A symp tom of se vere ni a cin de fi -
ciency is de men tia. An av er age in take of 22.4 mil li grams a
day low ers your risk for Alz hei mer’s dis ease by 80 per cent.
Eat ing spin ach, broc coli, cau li flower and other leafy green,
cruciferous veg e ta bles will also lower the risk. Obe sity, high
cho les terol and high blood pres sure will in crease your risk. 

“Lord, I’m be com ing for get ful, names, words, ideas
whether I did this or that. Re mind me Lord of my mem ory.
Keep me sharp. But if it ever co mes to that, let me for get ev -
ery thing ex cept Je sus loves me this I know for the Bi ble tells
me so and oth ers love me even if I for get ev ery thing in clud -
ing their names.” Jo seph Bayley 

From the desk of your par ish nurse
Liz Fite, RN

Gifts for the World

Once again the Ca the dral will of fer you the op por tu nity 
to Give the World a Pres ent this Christ mas. What will it be? 
Food for the hun gry?  Peace?  Warm homes and healthy liv -
ing con di tions?  St Stephens is mak ing it easy for you to give
such a gift.  At 9 AM on No vem ber 28, you can shop among
booths of fer ing con tri bu tions to char i ties the Ca the dral
sup ports.  Join us on Nov 28 to see some old fa vor ites and
some new op por tu ni ties.  Af ter you se lect your gifts, you can 
make a gift card for your friend or fam ily mem ber to in di -
cate the very spe cial na ture of the gift you are making this
year.
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St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral
FITLY FRAMED TOGETHER WITH

St. Stephen’s Episcopal School

221 North Front Street
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101-1437

tel. (717) 236-4059 / fax (717) 236-0906
email: dean@ststep.org
website: www.ststep.org

November 2, 2004

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

Every season of transition brings with it change and challenge. That which has lain fallow is now tilled, that 
which may have outgrown its place or fulfilled its mission is now rested, that which portends newness and hope 
is brought to the forefront, even in the midst of trying times. This autumn your Finance Committee, Vestry, 
and parish leaders have worked prayerfully and faithfully to address a number of complex issues which face St. 
Stephen’s and its ministry. I am writing this letter to all of you so as to share the fruits of these spiritual labors 
and to give thanks for both past and present.

First, in an effort to consolidate the remaining indebtedness from the “Fitly Framed Together” capital campaign, 
the Vestry has consolidated the roughly $1 million shortfall and project cost overrun into a 20 year note, held 
by Fulton Bank. We are living and growing into a special and beautiful building, a place whose ministry values 
are beyond price. This new mortgage will add slightly less than $8000 per month, for the next 20 years, to the 
operating budget of St. Stephen’s Cathedral. In light of this serious fiscal reality, we encourage our members 
to renew their pledges to the campaign, just as many members have already done. There is no masking the 
significance which this matter presents. However, please rest assured that the mission of the faith shall not be 
deterred by this financial responsibility and please know that the leadership of the Cathedral remains committed 
to managing this matter as effectively as possible.  

Second, after very difficult but faith-filled and optimistic envisioning of the Cathedral, its needs, and its future 
ministry, 4 staff positions are to be permanently eliminated from the Cathedral budget, effective January 1, 2005. 
The Bookkeeper, Facilities Manager, and Sexton positions will cease to exist commencing in the next calendar 
year. Collectively, the 4 current employees whose jobs will be eliminated represent more than 35 years of service 
to God and to the Cathedral, here on Front Street. Needless to say, this has been an especially painful journey 
for all of us here, even as we proceed with the surety of God’s guidance and the hope of God’s future. I would 
fervently and prayerfully invite all of you to make an effort to share your thanks with Maria Brown, Henry 
Buckner, Skip DeMarkey and Donna Osborne as their lives and our lives now take new turns and enter new 
seasons of ministry. 

I am acutely aware that these changes will necessarily be unsettling to some parishioners, just as they have surely 
been unsettling to staff and leadership. My prayer for all of us is to diligently keep our hearts set on the things 
above, to genuinely sow love in a broken world and in our very midst, to give “thanks” for that which has been, 
in the abiding optimism that greater things are yet in store. More than anything else, may you and I always seek 
to see the face of Christ in everyone we meet, and may everyone we meet see the face of Christ in us.

In peace and faith,

The Very Rev. Mark H. Hatch
Interim Dean



ST. STEPHEN’S CATHEDRAL FLOWER GUILD
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GREENS SALE

Each year the Flower Guild offers wreaths, greens, etc. for sale at a reasonable cost. Listed below 
are sizes, types, prices, etc.  Please place your PREPAID order by Sunday, November 28.  
Make your check payable to “St. Stephen’s Cathedral” and mail it to 221 N. Front Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17101, place it in the collection basket, or give it to any usher on Sunday. Pictures 
of available items are on display in the Flower room.

PICK UP YOUR ORDER ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, NO LATER THAN 12:00 NOON

NOBLE FIR WREATH

Quantity Size Cost Amount

16" $10
20 $12
24” $15
28” $20
32” $30
40” $48

MIXED GREENS WREATHS DECORATED WITH CONES

Quantity Size Cost Amount

18" $18
20" $21
24" $23
28" $30

OTHER ITEMS

Quantity Amount
Door Arch $20
Door Swag $15
Deluxe Yule Time Cheer Swag* $20
Deluxe Mantle Piece - 48"* $30
White Pine and Fraser Fir 
roping (25 ft. Coil Only)* $25
Deluxe Mixed 
Cedar/Douglas Fir roping 
(25 ft.)* $35
Cemetery Easel $3
Burgundy Velvet Bow $3
Red Velvet Bow $3
Plaid Bow $3

Total Order $

NAME

HOME PHONE

* New Item



Please Help Sup port the Youth Group!

 Do you buy gro cer ies – we know you do! Now your
gro cery pur chases can help fund the Youth Group ac tiv i ties. 
If you shop at Gi ant Food Stores, you can pur chase a gift
card from the Youth Group, which can be used at any Tops
Mar kets, Gi ant Food Stores, Mar tin’s Food Mar ket, Stop & 
Shop, Bi-Lo, Super G or Gi ant of Landover. The gift cards
are avail able for pur chase in dif fer ent de nom i na tions. You
pay the face value for the card and the Youth group re ceives
5% of the face value. That card is good for the face value
when pre sented at the store. Gift cards are avail able from
Con nie Wil son. Con nie can be con tacted in per son or at
(717) 534-0642 or c2wilson@comcast.net. If you shop at
Fox’s Mar kets, save your re ceipts and bring them to the col -
lec tion en ve lopes lo cated in the Narthex and the
Uppercroft. The Youth Group will re ceive 1% of the value
of col lected re ceipts. This is an easy way to sup port the
Youth Group, sim ply buy your weekly gro cer ies and you
raise money for the Youth Group!

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg.  The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran.  We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Michael’s.

Stew ard ship Sea son—A Time of Joy and
Joy ful Giv ing

St. Ste phen’s Sea son of Stew ard ship be gan with a joy ful
cel e bra tion on Sunday, Oc to ber 24th when “Pursell’s Raid -
ers” re turned to the Under croft to serve a de li cious break -
fast in fond mem ory of their leader and our friend, Bill
Pursell. Our sin cere thanks go out to the break fast co or di na -
tors, Chip Abrams, Wil Everhart, and, of course, Judy
Clemmer, plus all the vol un teers who made this event pos si -
ble. The pres ence of Pat Pursell and her fam ily added to the
joy of this spe cial oc ca sion. Jeff Spangler’s me dia show was
a big hit as well. 

Dur ing the ser vices on Stew ard ship Sunday, Helen
Hendricksen, and Harry and Ka ren Weber de scribed so
beau ti fully the true mean ing of Stew ard ship here at St. Ste -
phen’s. 

For those of you who have re turned those blue and yel -
low “Time, Tal ent and Trea sure” cards, we thank you most
sin cerely for your lov ing and gen er ous com mit ment to the
Ca the dral. If you have n’t yet com pleted the cards, we en -
cour age you to do so. On Sunday, No vem ber 7,the Stew ard -
ship cards will be re ceived and blessed at the al tar as a sign of 
the Gifts we give to God. Dur ing this Sea son of Stew ard ship, 
please take time to re ally lis ten to the mes sages Je sus sends
to us through the Gos pel. We are called to love oth ers, to be
gen er ous, and to share what we have with a sense of joy and
thanksgiving. 

Home less Shel ter

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg. The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran. We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Mi chael’s.

Many of you know first hand how im por tant this min is -
try is.  You know how good it feels to ex tend the hand of
hos pi tal ity to peo ple left out in the cold.  And you know
how, in the end, you find your own faith deep ened by con -
nect ing face to face with peo ple in need.

To sup port the op er a tion of the shel ter, we are ask ing
you all to help ei ther with your time or your fi nan cial con tri -
bu tion.

If you’re in ter ested in vol un teer ing by stay ing on site for 
a night or more, please con tact Daphne to get your self on
the sched ule. Vol un teers must be 18 years old or older. We
will need 3 peo ple each night. Daphne can give you more de -
tails about what’s in volved.  She’ll con tact you closer to our
sched uled time with specifics.

If you want to sup port the shel ter fi nan cially, you may
send a check to the church of fice, made out to Mar ket
Square Pres by te rian Church (with DES in the memo line). 
We will also be par tic i pat ing in Shel ter Sunday, No vem ber
14, when we and the other con gre ga tions in volved will take
up a spe cial col lec tion for your tax de duct ible contribution.

Last year over 250 peo ple dif fer ent folks found re spite
at the shel ter. More than that num ber of vol un teers ex pe ri -
enced the bless ing of do ing the good work of the shel ter
nights. This is what God asks of us – to reach out to those in
need and then know the joy and peace of hav ing loved. 
Please help.

Hol i day Stop and Shop – No vem ber 22

Spend an eve ning brows ing in the Uppercroft. Ven dors
will dis play their wares be tween 4:00 and 8:00. Avon,
stamps, can dles, Pam pered Chief and much much more will
be avail able through this spe cial event spon sored by the
school’s Home and School As so ci a tion.

If you would like to sell items or know some one who
would, call Keldeen Stambaugh at 558-8373.

T-Shirts for Sale!

Time to start think ing of Christ mas pres ents!!! The Arts 
and Drama Com mit tee is sell ing (di oc e san) pur ple t-shirts
with the hand some St. Ste phen’s logo in red on the front.
The shirts are $15, and we have them in ALL sizes from
Youth to XXL. To buy your shirt(s), con tact Marianne Rus -
sell (737-6430) or Rose mary Webber (671-1361). Re mem -
ber, all pro ceeds are do na tions to de fray the gen eral bud get
def i cit.

Save the Date!

Please join us to make Ad vent Wreaths on Sunday, No -
vem ber 21 af ter the 10:15 a.m. ser vice. More fun de tails to
fol low!
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M E S  S E N  G E R
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221 N. Front Street
Har ris burg, PA 17101- 1437
e-mail:   cathedral@ststep.org
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Re turn Ser vice Re quested

Non- Profit Or gani za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Per mit No. 597
Har ris burg, PA

TIME- SENSITIVE MA TE RIAL

PAR ISH LEAD ER SHIP

Bishop Mi chael Creigh ton
In terim Dean Mark H. Hatch
Canon Pastor Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Fa cil ities Man ager Skip DeMarkey
Min is ter of Music Mi chael Shoe maker
Hos pi tal ity Coordinator Judy Clemmer
Book keeper Donna Osborne
Se nior War den Craig Wil son
Ju nior War den Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Ves try: Helen Delano Gene McHugh

Ann Elliott Guy Patterson
Joan Esham Greg Penny
Ger ald Garber II Lynn Schadle
War ren Gillam Rose mary Webber

Par ish Treas urer Bill Davis
Ves try Sec re tary Greg Penny
Wor ship Min is try Jane Bartholomew
Edu ca tion Min is try Becky Tartline
Evan gel ism Min is try Ted Webber
Out reach Co or di nating Min is try Betsy Howell, Bill Ilgenfritz
Par ish Health Min is try Helen Hendrickson
Stew ard ship Min is try Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt,

Gerry Garber
Fi nance Min is try Thomas Schmidt III
Prop erty Com mit tee Joan Esham
En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
Arts and Drama Com mit tee Ann Elliott
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Church School Co or di na tor John and El len Har les
“Seeds of Faith” Man ager Kathy ann Corl-Rodeheaver
Al tar Guild Mar ga ret Mess ner
Flower Guild Sandy Strohl
Ush ers Mi chael Frascella
Nurs ery Car o lyn Patterson

Non-Profit Or ga ni za tion
U.S. Post age

PAID
Har ris burg, PA
Per mit No. 597

V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

No vem ber
7 THE 23RD SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
7 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 8:45 a.m.
7 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
7 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
8 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
8 AIDS Com mu nity Al li ance Din ner, 5:30 p.m.
9 Race for Ed u ca tion work night, 5:30 p.m.
9 Prop erty Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
10 The Gath er ing, 7:00 p.m.
11 Race for Ed u ca tion work night, 5:30 p.m.
11 Fi nance Com mit tee, 7:30 p.m.
12 Youth Event, 6:00 p.m.
13 Holy Eu cha rist, 5:00 p.m.
14 THE 24TH SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
14 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
14 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
14 Youth Group meet ing, 6:00 p.m.
15 Arts and Drama Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
16 Clergy Day with Bishop Creigh ton
16 Race for Ed u ca tion work night, 5:30 p.m.
16 Evan ge lism Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
17 Per son nel Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
18 Ves try, 7:00 p.m.
20 Hab i tat for Hu man ity, 8:30 a.m.
20 Holy Eu cha rist, 5:00 p.m.
21 THE LAST SUNDAY AF TER PEN TE COST
21 Cof fee Hour, 11:15 a.m.
21 Ad vent Wreath Mak ing, 11:30 a.m.
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