
On Front Street

Despite being born and mostly raised in New England, I
have always been drawn to large, vast, wide open spaces.
Such appreciation has been an acquired taste, yet one which
has continued to grow over the many years in which I have
been blessed to travel. Late last winter, after four months in
rural British Columbia getting around on foot, I decided to
drive my small truck from Massachusetts to Terrace. The
mid-March skies were both pale and inviting, presaging the
lengthening of days in the Far North and reassuring me that
the seasons and the cycles were yet working their perpetual
magic.

De spite the mag nif i cence of that brief jour ney from one
side of the con ti nent to the other, no stretch proved more
thrill ing, more in spir ing or more beau te ous than that long
and si lent day tra vers ing north ern Min ne sota, North Da -
kota and south cen tral Sas katch e wan. Some thing in the im -
men sity, the mag ni tude, the sheer unfetteredness of that
pre cious piece of God’s cre ation stirred me in a way which I
have not for got ten. Some times I imag ine or re flect that this
feel ing oc curs be cause I, as but a sole and tem po ral hu man
be ing, am so small and in sig nif i cant in the midst of such
gran deur and cre ation. At other times I sus pect it is the pure
and es sen tial and un ob structed view of God, emerg ing in the 
Plains and the Prai ries, which is so pro foundly touch ing.
What ever the rea son, I am for ever drawn back to and reg u -
larly thirst ing for such in sights and vis tas. Belden Lane re -
fers to “the sol i tude of fierce land scapes” in his book of the
same ti tle, and maybe that too is part of the per co la tion pro -
cess within my ever evolv ing soul.

In her song, Mary speaks to a spir i tual kind of im men -
sity and gran deur, a vast in dwell ing of God and Spirit

which, in the end, re sults in the sal va tion of the world. She
sees and feels and then ex presses a kind of time less and even
in fi nite grat i tude for this unique yet won drous pres ence:

“My soul pro claims the great ness of the Lord, my spirit
re joices in God my Sav ior.” [Luke 1:46].  She seems able to
grasp both the be nef i cence of the Lord and the re spon si bil ity 
which ac com pa nies such grace. She is able, in the words of
the mod ern age, to think and feel and re spond in a
“macrocosmic” sense. Put more sim ply, when con fronted
with God in the most un likely of cir cum stances, Mary is
able to see and to re joice in “The Big Pic ture.” I have al ways
felt that this re mark able change in her life story rep re sents a
kind of spir i tual “fierce land scape”, a large and per haps
even fore bod ing lo cale in which she ven tures and dis cov ers
and emerges as an ut terly dif fer ent per son. I have al ways be -
lieved that each of us is in vited, called, some times even ca -
joled into step ping forth into just such sim i larly daunt ing
en vi rons. My own ex pe ri ence, which I es pe cially re flect
upon in my desert wan der ings and Ad vent si lences, is that
God al ways has trans for ma tion and hope in store for us. But 
we must dare to risk on be half of the faith and we must move 
ahead - never back ward - with a kind of ir ra tio nal con fi -
dence so as to re ceive it. May your quiet meanderings
through the re main der of this sea son and the sea son to come 
be filled with just such un known and un fore seen places.
May Christ meet you in the un ex pected and yet pre pare you
ev er more for the beau ti ful and the cer tain.

In peace and faith,

The Very Reverend Mark H. Hatch
Interim Dean
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WEEKLY LIT UR GIES AT THE CA THE DRAL
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist Rite II, with Mu sic 10:15 a.m.
Wednes day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 7:00 a.m.
Thurs day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 12:10 p.m.
Sat ur day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 5:00 p.m.



News and Events 

Here we come a Was sail ing!

 All who are young and young at heart, please join us for 
Christ mas car ol ing for some of St. Stephens’ home bound
pa rish io ners.  Meet us at 2:45 pm, Sunday, De cem ber 12, in
the lobby of Manor Care West, 1700 Mar ket St., Camp 
Hill.  From there we will car pool to other homes.  We will
re turn to the home of Pete and Shan non Pow ers for cook ies
and co coa af ter ward.  (5:00-ish)  Ques tions?  call or email
Shan non Pow ers 972-1084, spowers@paonline.com.

Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gate Nom i na tions 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion to Ves try this year: 

Ron Burkholder Mike Pasenelli
Helen Delano Linda Shorey
Mort Hendrickson Bonnee Voss
Harry Weber 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion as del e gates and al -
ter nates on be half of St. Ste phen’s at the Di oc e san Con ven -
tion this com ing year:

Del e gates: 

Jean-Paul Benowitz Pat Strohl
Tom Leaman Anne Yellott
Betty McLaughlin

Al ter nates: 

Jayne Abrams Jeanne Leaman
Amy Benowitz

Elec tions for Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gates will be held 
at the An nual Meet ing on Jan u ary 30, 2005. Ac cord ing to
our by laws, pa rish io ners who are bap tized and 16 years or
older are el i gi ble to vote. 

  Cap i tal Cam paign Up date – Decem ber

2004

At the end of July, you re ceived a let ter ex plain ing the
need for ad di tional pledges for our Cap i tal Cam paign. You
were en cour aged to sup port the re newed ef fort to re duce the 
size able mort gage that St. Ste phen’s Ca the dral needed to as -
sume to pay for the re cent ren o va tions. As of De cem ber 1, 
54 gifts have been re ceived for a to tal of $51,855! Those
who have re sponded to the re quest en cour age all of you to
con sider the level of sup port that you can give and join us in
the mort gage re duc tion. Whether your pledge is a new one
or a re newal from the ini tial cam paign, ev ery dol lar paid
now will re duce the im pact on the gen eral bud get. Can we
count on your sup port? 

Cap i tal Cam paign Co-Chairs,

Mar ga ret Messner and Lee Van Valkenburgh

Credit Cards Ac cepted

The Ca the dral cur rently has the ca pa bil ity to ac cept
credit card pay ments at the Seeds of Faith Book store for
pur chases you may make there. Also, avail able is the abil ity
to pro cess se cure pay ments on line at our website. You may
now make pledge pay ments on line as well. This fea ture is
avail able for this year’s stew ard ship cam paign. Please be in
con tact with the Ca the dral if you have any ques tions.

Vol un teers Needed

St. Ste phen’s will be serv ing lunch at Down town Daily
Bread on Sunday, De cem ber 26th from 12:00 to 2 PM. We
are in need of seven vol un teers to as sist in this ef fort and
since many will be away for the hol i day, we are ask ing any -
one that is in ter ested to come out and spend a very re ward -
ing two hours help ing those that are less for tu nate than us!
What better time of year to reach out and give to our neigh -
bors here in Har ris burg. If you can help serve lunch, please
call Joan Esham @ 732-7033. Can we count on you, please?

Park ing

St. Ste phen’s com mu nity now has ac cess to free cov ered
park ing at the PHFA fa cil ity, ad ja cent to the Dau phin
County Bar As so ci a tion. Free ac cess to the cov ered park ing
will be avail able all day Sat ur days, all day Sun days, and af -
ter 6 PM on week days. Rare ex cep tions may be made in the
event of fes tiv i ties such as Kipona. Driv ers will be asked sim -
ply to en ter a 4 digit code (7732#) at the en trance of the ga -
rage, on River Al ley. The gate will au to mat i cally rise upon
de par ture. The ga rage in te rior has an el e va tor on ev ery floor 
and a hand i capped ramp at ground level.

Please Help Sup port the Youth Group!

 Do you buy gro cer ies – we know you do! Now your
gro cery pur chases can help fund the Youth Group ac tiv i ties. 
If you shop at Gi ant Food Stores, you can pur chase a gift
card from the Youth Group, which can be used at any Tops
Mar kets, Gi ant Food Stores, Mar tin’s Food Mar ket, Stop & 
Shop, Bi-Lo, Super G or Gi ant of Landover. The gift cards
are avail able for pur chase in dif fer ent de nom i na tions. You
pay the face value for the card and the Youth group re ceives
5% of the face value. That card is good for the face value
when pre sented at the store. Gift cards are avail able from
Con nie Wil son. Con nie can be con tacted in per son or at
(717) 534-0642 or c2wilson@comcast.net. If you shop at
Fox’s Mar kets, save your re ceipts and bring them to the col -
lec tion en ve lopes lo cated in the Narthex and the
Uppercroft. The Youth Group will re ceive 1% of the value
of col lected re ceipts. This is an easy way to sup port the
Youth Group, sim ply buy your weekly gro cer ies and you
raise money for the Youth Group!

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg.  The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran.  We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Michael’s.



A Big Thank You

To ev ery one who vol un teered on very short no tice to
help pre pare the grounds, the Nave and Al tar ar eas for
Even song! Please take a mo ment to ex press your grat i tude
to the fol low ing peo ple: Helen Delano, Alison and Emma
Guerin, Noel Pot ter, Noel L. Pot ter, Gene Schofield, Ron
Burkholder, Henry Buckner, Dyke Jones, Greg Penny, Rick
Seay, Anne Yellott, Gerry Garber, Aus tin Brunson, Wes
Brunson, Alex Brunson, Mar ga ret Messner, Mar cia Da vis,
Pau line Risser- Clem ens, Sam Clem ens, Mary Jane Forbes
Schmidt, Marsali Hansen and “Cool” the puppy! (Please
for give me if I missed any one) A lit tle hard work and a lot of
fel low ship made our time to gether an en joy able ex pe ri ence.
Thank you to all who answered the call!

Stew ard ship Up date:

“As of De cem ber 1, we have re ceived 180 pledges for
$378,895. Thank you to all who have stepped up in the
Spirit this year. We are deeply touched by your gen er os ity
and hope ful ness. For those of you still pray ing and dis cern -
ing about your of fer ing, please know how im por tant your
con tri bu tions of time, tal ent and trea sure are. Your Ves try
will be for mu lat ing its fi nal bud get for 2005 in the early part
of Jan u ary. We would be glad to speak with you at your con -
ve nience should you have any cur rent ques tions, re flec tions
or thoughts.

—Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt”

Pack ing Po ta toes

Can you help? The Sal va tion Army, 1122 Green Street
in Har ris burg has asked for vol un teers to help pack po ta toes 
for Christ mas bas kets on Wednes day, De cem ber 8th from
6:30-8:00 p.m. This has been an an nual fun gath er ing for all
and pro vides a great gift to those less for tu nate in the com -
mu nity. So don’t miss out . . .  with a chance to say: “this
spud is for you!”

Chil dren’s Pag eant

The chil dren of St. Ste phen’s will be pre sent ing the
Christ mas story at the 5:00 p.m. Christ mas eve Pag eant this
year as in year’s past. We will be hold ing prac tices on Sat ur -
day De cem ber 11 and 18 in the Sanc tu ary at 9:00 a.m. All
chil dren are en cour aged to at tend. Please con tact Lynn and
Di ane Schadle at 545-7044 and let them know if your child
will be able to par tic i pate this year.

T-Shirts for Sale!

Time to start think ing of Christ mas pres ents!!! The Arts 
and Drama Com mit tee is sell ing (di oc e san) pur ple t-shirts
with the hand some St. Ste phen’s logo in red on the front.
The shirts are $15, and we have them in ALL sizes from
Youth to XXL. To buy your shirt(s), con tact Marianne Rus -
sell (737-6430) or Rose mary Webber (671-1361).

The Gath er ing Book Group

The Gath er ing Book Group . . . This St. Stephens book
group will meet Tues day De cem ber 7 at Daphne’s house for
our dis cus sion of The Barn at the End of the World and for
Ad vent re fresh ment!

Awak en ings 2005

Mark your cal en dars now!! Awak en ings 2005 will be
Feb ru ary 18-20, 2005 at Camp Heb ron in Hal i fax, PA.
Awak en ings is a week end fel low ship/wor ship event for se -
nior high youth spon sored by the Youth Com mis sion in the
Di o cese of Cen tral Penn syl va nia. Reg is tra tion forms will be
avail able in De cem ber from your clergy or on the di oc e san
webpage www.diocesecpa.org. (Note – staff ap pli ca tion are 
avail able from your clergy now.)

Youth Grades 6-9 and their Par ents

 Now is the time to sign up to at tend Nightwatch on Sat -
ur day Jan u ary 8th. Nightwatch is an over night event at the
Ca the dral of St. John the Di vine in New York City. We have
re served 10 spaces, to be filled on a first come, first served
ba sis. Ad di tional in for ma tion is be ing mailed to you and
also is avail able at Sunday School class and the next Youth
Group meet ing. To sign up for a spot, or if you have ques -
tions con tact Craig or Con nie Wil son at (717) 534-0642 or
c2wilson@comcast.net. 

Home less Shel ter

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg. The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran. We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Mi chael’s.

Many of you know first hand how im por tant this min is -
try is.  You know how good it feels to ex tend the hand of
hos pi tal ity to peo ple left out in the cold.  And you know
how, in the end, you find your own faith deep ened by con -
nect ing face to face with peo ple in need.

To sup port the op er a tion of the shel ter, we are ask ing
you all to help ei ther with your time or your fi nan cial con tri -
bu tion.

If you’re in ter ested in vol un teer ing by stay ing on site for 
a night or more, please con tact Daphne to get your self on
the sched ule. Vol un teers must be 18 years old or older. We
will need 3 peo ple each night. Daphne can give you more de -
tails about what’s in volved.  She’ll con tact you closer to our
sched uled time with specifics.

If you want to sup port the shel ter fi nan cially, you may
send a check to the church of fice, made out to Mar ket
Square Pres by te rian Church (with DES in the memo line). 
We will also be par tic i pat ing in Shel ter Sunday, No vem ber
14, when we and the other con gre ga tions in volved will take
up a spe cial col lec tion for your tax de duct ible contribution.

Last year over 250 peo ple dif fer ent folks found re spite
at the shel ter. More than that num ber of vol un teers ex pe ri -
enced the bless ing of do ing the good work of the shel ter
nights. This is what God asks of us – to reach out to those in
need and then know the joy and peace of hav ing loved. 
Please help.



Health Min is try

“ C h r i s t  m a s  S e a l s
C a m  p a i g n ”

For more than 90 years, do na tions to the
Amer i can Lung As so ci a tion’s (ALA) Christ -
mas Seals Cam paign have helped fund pro -
grams of ed u ca tion, ad vo cacy and re search for
lung dis ease and its causes. Founded in 1904 to 
fight tu ber cu lo sis, the Amer i can Lung As so ci a -
tion to day fights lung dis ease in all its forms,
with spe cial em pha sis on asthma, to bacco con -
trol and en vi ron men tal health. “Open Air -
ways for Schools” is  the ALA
el e men tary-school ed u ca tion pro gram for chil -
dren with asthma. (TATU) Teens Against To -
bacco Use is an im por tant part of the ALA
drive to elim i nate to bacco use among our
youth. Lung dis ease can be caused or ag gra -
vated by air pol lu tion, both in doors and out.
“What is our “Fra grance Free Area”? There
are many peo ple in our con gre ga tion that are
al ler gic to fra grances. They will de velop dif fi -
culty breath ing if ex posed to co logne, per fume, 
strong odors, etc. We want to be con sid er ate of 
them and thus have des ig nated the rear sec tion
of 101 by the door for their com fort. 

Our re spi ra tory sys tem is a very in tri cate
struc ture needed for breath ing. What an awe some “Cre -
ator” we serve.  Breath ing is the pro cess by which ox y gen in
the air is brought into the lungs and into close con tact with
the blood, which ab sorbs it and car ries it to all parts of the
body. At the same time the blood gives up waste mat ter (car -
bon di ox ide), which is car ried out of the lungs when air is
breathed out. 

As the fed eral gov ern ment at tempts to un ravel rea sons
for the flu vac cine short age, the ALA is en cour ag ing cit i zens
to fo cus on what we can do to gether to im prove our pub lic
health and make it a top pri or ity. If you are at risk of get ting
the flu, but can not ob tain a flu shot, the Cen ters for Dis ease
Con trol and Pre ven tion are rec om mend ing an ti vi ral med i -
ca tion if you’re likely to be ex posed to oth ers in fected with
the flu. To avoid ill ness al to gether, we should all re mem ber
to wash our hands, wave in stead of shak ing hands, cover
our mouths when we cough or noses when we sneeze, eat a
bal anced diet, exercise and get proper rest. “Stay Well!”

Do nors Still Needed

Good prog ress is be ing made on fill ing our 2004 quota
for the Cen tral Penn syl va nia Blood Bank. 85% of the quota
has been do nated. The Par ish Health Min is try is grate ful for
the gen er ous sup port of the ca the dral blood do nors dur ing
the past year, but would still urge those do nors, who are
able, to con sider an end of the year blood do na tion. The
com ing hol i day sea son is a most ap pro pri ate time to con -
sider do na tion of a “Gift of Life”. Thank you.

Leave your Mark at the Ca the dral on an 
En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area be tween the Ca -
the dral House and the Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a
friend or rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100 per
brick. Forms are avail able in the back of the church.

Feast of the Epiph any

Mark your cal en dars for the eve ning of Jan u ary 6th, the  
Feast of the Epiph any.  We will join the folks at St. Paul’s
Epis co pal Church up town for a cel e bra tion of the 12th day
of Christ mas.

Thank you!

I’m tak ing this op por tu nity to thank, with all my heart,
our par ish fam ily and friends, for all your prayers, cards and 
kind nesses to Tom and me these past two dif fi cult months.
You have been enor mously help ful to both of us. 

Also, I want to re port the good news that our to tal
U.T.O. in gath er ing this fall was $998.62! Some how I for got 
to re port this with my tum ble and sub se quent surgery. 

Jeanne Leaman

Y o u  a r e  c o r  d i a l l y  i n  v i t e d  t o  a t  t e n d

C h u r c h  C h r i s t  m a s  D i n  n e r

S u n d a y  J a n  u  a r y  2 ,  2 0 0 5

a t  1 2 : 0 0  n o o n

In the spirit of Christ mas and the tra di tion of fam i lies gath er ing for
the hol i days,  “The Friends of St. Ste phen’s” and “Lay Eucharistic

Vis i tors” of the Par ish Health Min is try will host a tra di tional Christ -
mas Din ner of tur key with all the fixings.

Seat ing is lim ited, there fore, we need to know how many will be com -
ing to our cel e bra tion.  The en tire St. Ste phen’s Com mu nity, es pe -

cially fam ily and friends, are most wel come.

Please com plete the res er va tion form and mail to the church of fice,
place it in the col lec tion plate, or call 236-4059 no later than Sunday

De cem ber 19, 2004

There will be no cost

Res er va tion Form

Christ mas Din ner Sunday Jan u ary 2, 2005

Name __________________________________________

Num ber of Adults____  Num ber of Chil dren____
Note:  If you know a shut-in that you are willing to take a meal to let
us know with your reservation and we will prepare a meal to go.  
Number of Shut-in meals _____

T h e  N e x t  P u b  l i  c a  t i o n  D a t e

Ar ti cles for the next Mes sen ger need to be

sub mit ted by Sunday, Decem ber 12, 2004
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TIME- SENSITIVE MA TE RIAL

PAR ISH LEAD ER SHIP

Bishop Mi chael Creigh ton
In terim Dean Mark H. Hatch
Canon Pastor Daphne S. K. Messersmith
Par ish Nurse Liz Fite
Dea con Emer i tus Paul Wil liams
Fa cil ities Man ager Skip DeMarkey
Min is ter of Music Mi chael Shoe maker
Hos pi tal ity Coordinator Judy Clemmer
Se nior War den Craig Wil son
Ju nior War den Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt
Ves try: Helen Delano Gene McHugh

Ann Elliott Guy Patterson
Joan Esham Greg Penny
Ger ald Garber II Lynn Schadle
War ren Gillam Rose mary Webber

Par ish Treas urer Bill Davis
Ves try Sec re tary Greg Penny
Wor ship Min is try Jane Bartholomew
Edu ca tion Min is try Becky Tartline
Evan gel ism Min is try Ted Webber
Out reach Co or di nating Min is try Betsy Howell, Bill Ilgenfritz
Par ish Health Min is try Helen Hendrickson
Stew ard ship Min is try Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt,

Gerry Garber
Fi nance Min is try Thomas Schmidt III
Prop erty Com mit tee Joan Esham
En vi ron men tal Stew ard ship Jeff Spangler
Arts and Drama Com mit tee Ann Elliott
St. Ste phen's School Carol Lopus
Aco lyte War den Greg Penny
Sunday School Co or di na tor John and El len Har les
“Seeds of Faith” Man ager Kathy ann Corl-Rodeheaver
Al tar Guild Mar ga ret Mess ner
Flower Guild Sandy Strohl
Ush ers Mi chael Frascella
Nurs ery Car o lyn Patterson
Youth Co or di na tor Shan non Pow ers
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V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

De cem ber5 THE SEC OND SUNDAY OF AD VENT
5 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 8:45 a.m.
5 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
5 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
6 St. Ste phen’s School Board of Di rec tors, 

6:00 p.m.
7 Dis cern ment Com mit tee, 5:30 p.m.
7 The Gath er ing, 7:00 p.m.
7 Eakin Trio Con cert, 7:30 p.m.
8 Pack Po ta toes at Sal va tion Army, 6:30 p.m.
11 Christ mas pag eant prac tice, 9:00 a.m.
11 Holy Eu cha rist, 5:00 p.m.
12 THE THIRD SUNDAY OF AD VENT
12 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 p.m.
12 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
12 Youth Car ol ing, 2:45 p.m.
13 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
13 AIDS Com mu nity Al li ance Din ner, 5:30 p.m.
18 Christ mas Pag eant prac tice, 9:00 a.m.
18 Holy Eu cha rist, 5:00 p.m.
19 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF AD VENT
19 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
19 Green ing the Ca the dral, 12:00 p.m.
19 Christ mas Con cert, 4:00 p.m. fol lowed

by the Christ mas Tea
19 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
24 Christ mas Eve Ser vice 5:00 p.m. –

Christ mas Pag eant
24 Christ mas Eve Ser vices 8:00 and 11:00 p.m.
25 Christ mas Day Ser vices 11:00 a.m.


