
On Front Street
Although I have never visited St. Gregory’s Abbey in

Three Rivers, Michigan, for many years I have received and
read their sparse and elegant little newsletter. Its simplicity
and tidiness reflects the Benedictine spirituality which
defines the Brotherhood itself, and virtually every church I
have ever served has been on the postal end of these
occasional epistles. My guess is that, as part of their silent
but wider ministry, the community undertakes to “send out
your bread upon the water, for after many days you will get
it back”  [Ecclesiastes 11:1].  And, like most of God’s
mysterious workings, in its own due time this is precisely
what happens. This past week, as I was reflecting on the
larger question and challenge of who we are, not only as a
parish but also as a people of faith — a member of Christ’s
body — I came upon a lovely and startling insight, shared by 
Br. Abraham. He writes this: “As our holiness grows, we see
the holiness of others more clearly. We begin to realize that
our immature ideas of holiness might have been wrong, and
we realize that even though others are different from us,
they are holy nonetheless. However, even before we reach
total maturity we are obliged to treat every person as the
doubly holy image of God whether or not we can see their
holiness...” 

The clarity and profundity of this spiritual observation
can not be overstated, for what we are being called to here is
nothing less than a twofold journey of faith — a voyage of
ongoing inner discovery and a voyage of outward Christian
love in its most unconditional and radical expression. Both
sound a great deal simpler and easier than they truly are. In
the first case, I am reminded that however near or far the
distance, however sorrowful or joyous the encounter,
however clear or muddied the road ahead, God’s work of
creation, redemption and transformation is ongoing and
ever unfinished. I often cite the Patristic notion that the

world is always evolving from imperfection toward
perfection, but what is being identified here is that this same
unfathomable work is being undertaken in you and in me,
right here and right now. What would spiritual “maturity”
look and feel like? Honestly, I haven’t a clue, and that
incompleteness and elusiveness is a blessing in itself.

Second, I am abundantly grateful for the persistent
reminder to meet, encounter, engage, and embrace my
fellow men and women — warts and all — as the true, holy,
perfectible image of God. I am reminded of the most
elemental of all Christian responsibilities and privileges, the
radical and unconditional acceptance of every living,
breathing human being as a child of God. Is that easy or
simple for me? Hardly. For in my own impatience and
judgmentalism and restless desire to understand the world I
am constantly overlooking or missing or simply ignoring the 
Godly potential, the Christ-like luminescence, in every
person whose path I cross. I am quite sure that in this day
and age, in this struggling world and in our own smaller
families and communities, such unconditional love is
arguably the single most difficult Christian challenge to
which we are drawn. Likewise it is the single most
imperative assumption of the Gospel, for if Jesus can do this
then so must we, striving as well for such perfect love.

After you read this, look around you. Stop and ponder.
Invite silence and thanksgiving. Perhaps even take a quiet
glance around your holiday table or seasonal gathering.
Does your world and the people in it look any different?
How might such unconditional love, emanating from
Bethlehem and beyond, into your life and our life, truly and
radically and undeniably change and redeem the world?

In peace and faith,

The Very Reverend Mark H. Hatch
Interim Dean
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WEEKLY LIT UR GIES AT THE CA THE DRAL
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II — said ser vice 8:00 a.m.
Sunday: Holy Eu cha rist Rite II, with Mu sic 10:15 a.m.
Wednes day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 7:00 a.m.
Thurs day: Holy Eu cha rist, Rite II 12:10 p.m.



News and Events 

Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gate Nom i na tions 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion to Ves try this year: 

Ron Burkholder Mike Pasenelli
Helen Delano Linda Shorey
Mort Hendrickson Bonnee Voss
Harry Weber 

The Nom i nat ing Com mit tee nom i nates the fol low ing
slate of can di dates to stand for elec tion as del e gates and
al ter nates on be half of St. Ste phen’s at the Di oc e san
Con ven tion this com ing year:

Del e gates: 

Jean-Paul Benowitz Pat Strohl
Tom Leaman Anne Yellott
Betty McLaughlin

Al ter nates: 

Jayne Abrams Jeanne Leaman
Amy Benowitz

Elec tions for Ves try and Di oc e san Del e gates will be held 
at the An nual Meet ing on Jan u ary 30, 2005. Ac cord ing to
our by laws, pa rish io ners who are bap tized and 16 years or
older are el i gi ble to vote.

Sat ur day 5:00 p.m. Ser vice to ‘lie fal low’

 Af ter much prayer, dis cern ment and re flec tion, and
af ter an au tumn of ex per i men ta tion and ef fort, the Sat ur day 
5:00 p.m. Wor ship will now lie fal low and take a rest. The
fi nal 5:00 p.m. ser vice of the win ter will be held on Sat ur day
De cem ber 18. If the spirit and en ergy blooms again come
spring, we will re con sider the pos si bil ity of a Sat ur day
ser vice. I es pe cially wish to thank that small but very loyal
group of pa rish io ners and friends for whom this ser vice was
im por tant. In par tic u lar, spe cial thanks to War ren and
Dor o thy Gillam, who, in one form or an other, served as
usher, reader, chalicist, al tar guild, ra con teur, greeter, and
more. I would also like to thank Jon a than Frazier who,
when his busy sched uled per mit ted, joy fully as sisted with
mu sic. This has been a learn ing ex pe ri ence for me and for
the Ca the dral, a time to try new things and a sea son in which 
to seek the Spirit in yet a dif fer ent way. Let us pray that God
will con tinue to guide us, in all ways and at all times, as we
seek to build and celebrate a community of faith here on
Front Street. ~  Mark

Do you want to Dance?

Mark your calendar now!  Plan to celebrate Valentine’s
Day with your favorite guy or gal at a “fun” fundraiser for
the operating budget of St. Stephen’s!  On Saturday,
February 12, committee chairs Jayne and Chip Abrams and
Lynn and Wil Everhart will be hosting a romantic St.
Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance at the Country Club of
Harrisburg. $50 per person.  More info to come in January!

Credit Cards Ac cepted

The Ca the dral cur rently has the ca pa bil ity to ac cept
credit card pay ments at the Seeds of Faith Book store for
pur chases you may make there. Also, avail able is the abil ity
to pro cess se cure pay ments on line at our website. You may
now make pledge pay ments on line as well. This fea ture is
avail able for this year’s stew ard ship cam paign. Please be in
con tact with the Ca the dral if you have any ques tions.

Park ing

St. Ste phen’s com mu nity now has ac cess to free cov ered
park ing at the PHFA fa cil ity, ad ja cent to the Dau phin
County Bar As so ci a tion. Free ac cess to the cov ered park ing
will be avail able all day Sat ur days, all day Sun days, and
af ter 6 PM on week days. Rare ex cep tions may be made in
the event of fes tiv i ties such as Kipona. Driv ers will be asked
sim ply to en ter a 4 digit code (7732#) at the en trance of the
ga rage, on River Al ley. The gate will au to mat i cally rise
upon de par ture. The ga rage in te rior has an el e va tor on
ev ery floor and a hand i capped ramp at ground level.

Please Help Sup port the Youth Group!

 Do you buy gro cer ies – we know you do! Now your
gro cery pur chases can help fund the Youth Group ac tiv i ties. 
If you shop at Gi ant Food Stores, you can pur chase a gift
card from the Youth Group, which can be used at any Tops
Mar kets, Gi ant Food Stores, Mar tin’s Food Mar ket, Stop & 
Shop, Bi-Lo, Super G or Gi ant of Landover. The gift cards
are avail able for pur chase in dif fer ent de nom i na tions. You
pay the face value for the card and the Youth group re ceives
5% of the face value. That card is good for the face value
when pre sented at the store. Gift cards are avail able from
Con nie Wil son. Con nie can be con tacted in per son or at
(717) 534-0642 or c2wilson@comcast.net. If you shop at
Fox’s Mar kets, save your re ceipts and bring them to the
col lec tion en ve lopes lo cated in the Narthex and the
Uppercroft. The Youth Group will re ceive 1% of the value
of col lected re ceipts. This is an easy way to sup port the
Youth Group, sim ply buy your weekly gro cer ies and you
raise money for the Youth Group!

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg.  The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran.  We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Michael’s.

Stew ard ship Up date:

As of De cem ber 14, we have re ceived 188 pledges for
$390,993. Thank you to all who have stepped up in the
Spirit this year. We are deeply touched by your gen er os ity
and hope ful ness. For those of you still pray ing and
dis cern ing about your of fer ing, please know how im por tant
your con tri bu tions of time, tal ent and trea sure are. Your
Ves try will be for mu lat ing its fi nal bud get for 2005 in the
early part of Jan u ary. We would be glad to speak with you at 
your con ve nience should you have any cur rent ques tions,
re flec tions or thoughts.

—Mary Jane Forbes-Schmidt



Awak en ings 2005

Mark your cal en dars now!! Awak en ings 2005 will be
Feb ru ary 18-20, 2005 at Camp Heb ron in Hal i fax, PA.
Awak en ings is a week end fel low ship/wor ship event for
se nior high youth spon sored by the Youth Com mis sion in
the Di o cese of Cen tral Penn syl va nia. Reg is tra tion forms
will be avail able in De cem ber from your clergy or on the
di oc e san webpage www.diocesecpa.org. (Note – staff
ap pli ca tion are avail able from your clergy now.)

Youth Grades 6-9 and their Par ents

 Now is the time to sign up to at tend Nightwatch on
Sat ur day Jan u ary 8th. Nightwatch is an over night event at
the Ca the dral of St. John the Di vine in New York City. We
have re served 10 spaces, to be filled on a first come, first
served ba sis. Ad di tional in for ma tion is be ing mailed to you
and also is avail able at Sunday School class and the next
Youth Group meet ing. To sign up for a spot, or if you have
ques tions con tact Craig or Con nie Wil son at (717)
534-0642 or c2wilson@comcast.net. 

Home less Shel ter

This win ter we, at St. Stephens, will be par tic i pat ing in
the op er a tion of the tem po rary emer gency shel ter for the
home less in down town Har ris burg. The host churches are
Mar ket Square Pres by te rian, Grace United Meth od ist, St.
Pat rick’s Ca the dral and St. Mi chael Lu theran. We will be
help ing by gath er ing vol un teers for a week in Feb ru ary at
Grace and a week in March at St. Mi chael’s.

Many of you know first hand how im por tant this
min is try is.  You know how good it feels to ex tend the hand
of hos pi tal ity to peo ple left out in the cold.  And you know
how, in the end, you find your own faith deep ened by
con nect ing face to face with peo ple in need.

To sup port the op er a tion of the shel ter, we are ask ing
you all to help ei ther with your time or your fi nan cial
con tri bu tion.

If you’re in ter ested in vol un teer ing by stay ing on site for 
a night or more, please con tact Daphne to get your self on
the sched ule. Vol un teers must be 18 years old or older. We
will need 3 peo ple each night. Daphne can give you more
de tails about what’s in volved.  She’ll con tact you closer to
our sched uled time with specifics.

If you want to sup port the shel ter fi nan cially, you may
send a check to the church of fice, made out to Mar ket
Square Pres by te rian Church (with DES in the memo line). 
We will also be par tic i pat ing in Shel ter Sunday, No vem ber
14, when we and the other con gre ga tions in volved will take
up a spe cial col lec tion for your tax de duct ible contribution.

Last year over 250 peo ple dif fer ent folks found re spite
at the shel ter. More than that num ber of vol un teers
ex pe ri enced the bless ing of do ing the good work of the
shel ter nights. This is what God asks of us – to reach out to
those in need and then know the joy and peace of hav ing
loved.  Please help.

Chil dren’s Pag eant

The chil dren of St. Ste phen’s will be pre sent ing the
Christ mas Story at the 5:00 p.m. Christ mas Eve Pag eant this 
year as in year’s past. A celebration of the Holy Eucharist is
included. We will be hold ing prac tice on Sat ur day
De cem ber 18 in the Sanc tu ary at 9:00 a.m. All chil dren are
en cour aged to at tend. Please con tact Lynn and Di ane
Schadle at 545-7044 and let them know if your child will be
able to par tic i pate this year.

T-Shirts for Sale!

Time to start think ing of Christ mas pres ents!!! The Arts 
and Drama Com mit tee is sell ing (di oc e san) pur ple t-shirts
with the hand some St. Ste phen’s logo in red on the front.
The shirts are $15, and we have them in ALL sizes from
Youth to XXL. To buy your shirt(s), con tact Marianne
Rus sell (737-6430) or Rose mary Webber (671-1361).

Still Time to Do nate

The need for blood and blood products never takes a
holiday. To those in need of blood, a transfusion may be the
only gift being sought this year. If you are a suitable donor,
please consider year end blood donation to help fill the
Cathedral blood quota for 2004, and to help the Central
Pennsylvania Blood Bank relieve the suffering of patients in
need of blood. Make blood donation part of your Holiday
Gift Giving. Thank you.

Seeds of Faith – The Ca the dral Book store

HOL I DAY GIFT IDEAS – Unique, Dis tinc tive,
Rea son ably Priced.

· Gift Or na ment Balls, hand-painted, 6 styles, can be
per son al ized

· Stained Glass “Tif fany” Lamps & Frames (by Paul
Stahlin)

· Ol ive Wood Can dle Sticks and Na tiv i ties from the
Holy Land

· Resin Na tiv i ties (2 styles/sizes)

· Rich, me lodic Wind Chimes in sev eral styles and
sizes

· La ser-Etched Crys tal (3D im ages)

· Spe cial-Edi tion St Ste phen’s Note Cards fea tur ing
the art istry of our own Ted Webber

· and for the per son who is dif fi cult to buy for, a Gift
Cer tif i cate, in any amount.

Avail able at Seeds of Faith – much more than just
books!  At the rear of the ca the dral.  (Your Visa and
MasterCard are Wel come.)  Open Sun days, plus spe cial
hol i day hours on Thurs days from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Other times by ap point ment.

All pro ceeds from Seeds of Faith sales ben e fit the
mis sion of St Ste phen’s Ca the dral.



Leave your Mark at the Ca the dral
on an  En graved Brick!

 Take a look at the new Clois ter area
be tween the Ca the dral House and the
Ca the dral. YES, your name (or a friend or
rel a tive) can be in scribed on a brick for $100
per brick. Forms are avail able in the back of
the church.

Feast of the Epiph any

Mark your cal en dars for the eve ning of
Jan u ary 6th, the  Feast of the Epiph any.  We
will join the congregation at St. Paul’s
Epis  co pal  Church,  along with the
congregation from Lakeside Lutheran,
up town for a cel e bra tion of the 12th day of
Christ mas.

Mis sion of Mercy

The health out reach min is try at Christ
Lu theran Church, Allison Hill (The Rev. Jody
Sillker), is in need of spe cific items and
ma te ri als for their on go ing work. Might you
feel called, in some way, to of fer up any of
these ba sic ne ces si ties to our broth ers and
sis ters in Christ? These items can be brought to
St. Ste phen’s and left with ei ther the Dean’s
Of fice or the Par ish Health Min is try, and we
will see that they get delivered:

· - read ing glasses  3X, 4X, 1.23 X

· - bath tow els and wash clothes

· - men’s xl un der shirts and t-shirts

· - men’s briefs, size 40

· - women’s un der wear sizes 6,8,10,12

·  -women’s bras, all sizes

· - mus cle rub/oint ment

· - Tussin CF, DF, or plain

· - Sudafed

· - blan kets, any size

· - bus tick ets and/or passes

· - hy dro cor ti sone 1% cream.

All of these ba sic ne ces si ties are very much in need
through out the win ter. Please con sider of fer ing a tan gi ble
do na tion of Christ’s love to those far less for tu nate than you 
or me. ~ Mark

Call for An nual Re ports

The An nual Meet ing of St. Ste phen’s Epis co pal
Ca the dral will be held Sunday Jan u ary 30, 2005. In or der to
pre pare the An nual Re port I am ask ing all Com mit tees,
Elected Lead er ship and Staff to please sub mit their re port in
the next few weeks so that we can com pile a com pre hen sive
and re flec tive doc u ment for the par ish fam ily and wider
di o cese. It would be ex tremely help ful if you would sub mit
your re port elec tron i cally, ei ther in the text of an email or as
an MS WORD at tach ment, to the Ca the dral of fice. If you
lack com puter ac cess please let us know and we will ar range
to as sist in the elec tronic com po si tion of your re port. As you 
pre pare your par tic u lar sec tion I would ask you to pray and
re flect about 2 pri mary ar eas: where, in the last year, did
I/we see vis i ble signs of God’s grace and hope? Sec ond,
where, in the year to come, do I/we hope to fol low God’s
call? For or ga ni za tional pur poses I am prayer fully ask ing
that you sub mit your re ports NO LATER THAN Sunday
Jan u ary 16. Af ter that time it will be very chal leng ing to
adequately compile our work and to include late
submissions. Many thanks.

~ Mark

Y o u  a r e  c o r  d i a l l y  i n  v i t e d  t o  a t  t e n d

C h u r c h  C h r i s t  m a s  D i n  n e r

S u n d a y  J a n  u  a r y  2 ,  2 0 0 5

a t  1 2 : 0 0  n o o n

In the spirit of Christ mas and the tra di tion of fam i lies gath er ing for
the hol i days,  “The Friends of St. Ste phen’s” and “Lay Eucharistic

Vis i tors” of the Par ish Health Min is try will host a tra di tional
Christ mas Din ner of tur key with all the fixings.

Seat ing is lim ited, there fore, we need to know how many will be
com ing to our cel e bra tion.  The en tire St. Ste phen’s Com mu nity,

es pe cially fam ily and friends, are most wel come.

Please com plete the res er va tion form and mail to the church of fice,
place it in the col lec tion plate, or call 236-4059 no later than Sunday

De cem ber 19, 2004

There will be no cost

Res er va tion Form

Christ mas Din ner Sunday Jan u ary 2, 2005

Name __________________________________________

Num ber of Adults____  Num ber of Chil dren____
Note:  If you know a shut-in that you are willing to take a meal to let
us know with your reservation and we will prepare a meal to go.  
Number of Shut-in meals _____

T h e  N e x t  P u b  l i  c a  t i o n  D a t e

Ar ti cles for the next Mes sen ger need to be

sub mit ted no later than Sunday, De cem ber 26, 

2004

The Ca the dral Choir pres ents ‘Sounds of the
Sea son’ Sunday, De cem ber 19, at Four O ‘Clock
fol lowed by the An nual Christ mas Tea. Please
come and en joy an af ter noon of Ad vent and
Christ mas Mu sic



t h e  C A T H E  D R A L

M E S  S E N  G E R

T H E  C A T H E  D R A L  C H U R C H  O F  S T. S T E  P H E N
221 N. Front Street
Har ris burg, PA 17101-1437
tel: (717) 236-4059 fax: (717) 236-0906
e-mail:   cathedral@ststep.org
Web Site:  www.ststep.org

Re turn Ser vice Re quested
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V i s i t  o u r  W e b  S i t e :
w w w . s t s t e p . o r g

CA THE DRAL CAL EN DAR

De cem ber19 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF AD VENT
19 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
19 Green ing of the Ca the dral, 12:00 p.m.
19 Christ mas Con cert, 4:00 p.m. fol lowed

by the Christ mas Tea
19 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
23 Seeds of Faith open 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
24 Christ mas Eve Pag eant and Holy Eu cha rist,

5:00 p.m.
24 Christ mas Eve Fes ti val Eu cha rist, 

8:00 and 11:00 p.m.
25 Christ mas Day Holy Eu cha rist, 11:00 a.m.
26 FEAST DAY OF ST. STEPHEN
26 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
26 Serv ing at Down town Daily Bread, 12:00 p.m.
26 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
26 Youth Event, 6:00 p.m.
27 Seek ers Bi ble Study, 1:00 p.m.
30 Seeds of Faith open 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Jan u ary 2 THE 2ND SUNDAY AF TER CHRIST MAS
2 Blood Pres sure Screen ing, 8:45 a.m.
2 Cof fee Hour, 11:30 a.m.
2 Christ mas Din ner, 12:00 p.m.
2 Help ing Hands, 4:30 p.m.
3 St. Ste phen’s School Board of Di rec tors, 

6:00 p.m.
4 Out reach Co or di nat ing Com mit tee, 6:30 p.m.
4 Dis cern ment Com mit tee, 7:00 p.m.
5 School Cham pi on ship Na tional Ge og ra phy Bee,

9:00 a.m.


